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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, JULY 6, 2021, AT 6:00 P. M.

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a regular
meeting on Tuesday, July 6, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Willis called the meeting to order with
the following officials present:

Mayor Jay Willis 
Councilman Patrick Gatchell
Councilman Michael Hyde   
Councilman Felix Fornett 
Councilman Johnny Walker
Councilman Matt Parker
Councilman Chris Blythe

City Manager Michael Silverman
City Attorney Michael Moore
City Clerk Karen Kennedy



2

*****

Mayor Willis welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Calvin 
Hutchins.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Fornett.

*****

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:

Councilman Parker made a motion to accept the agenda with the following amendment:

(a) Michael Moore, City Attorney, added an executive session item for potential 
litigation.   

The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and “Blythe”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

*****

ADDRESS THE COUNCIL:

Debra Venti, Project Manager for Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority (PRA), outlined 
proposed rebranding of The Flagship District. 

Ronnie Blakeney gave a short history of the Round Island Lighthouse.  Mr. Blakeney 
presented the City with a canvas print, No. 1 of 300, of the Round Island Lighthouse.   

*****

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Judith Skiba voiced concerns with the property located at 2017 11th Street, the location of
the baseball fields.  

*****

The consent agenda was considered at this time:

Councilman Fornett made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda, as presented.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis 
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker 
“AYE”, and “Blythe”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)
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*****

CITY MANAGER:

City Council Personnel Appointments

Councilman Parker made a motion to appoint Michael Silver as City Manager for a four 
(4) year term and approve the Amended Employment Agreement.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and “Blythe”.  
(Approved 07-06-2021)

The Amended Employment Agreement for City Manager is spread upon the minutes as 
follows:
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Councilman Fornett made a motion to appoint Michael Moore as City Attorney for a four 
(4) year term and approve the Professional Services Agreement for Legal Services with Bryan, 
Nelson, Schroeder, Castigliola & Banahan, PLLC.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Gatchell and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, 
Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and “Blythe”.  (Approved 07-06-
2021) 

The Professional Services Agreement for Legal Services is spread upon the minutes as 
follows:
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Councilman Parker made a motion to appoint Geoffrey Clemens as City Engineer for the 
duration of the current Contract with Compton Engineering, Inc.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and “Blythe”.  
(Approved 07-06-2021)

Councilman Fornett made a motion to appoint Michael Fondren as City Judge, for a four 
(4) year term ending June 30, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and “Blythe”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

Councilman Parker made a motion to appoint Matthew Lachaussee as City Judge Pro 
Tem, for a four (4) year term ending June 30, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, 
Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 
07-06-2021) 

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to appoint Dustin Thomas as City Prosecutor, for a 
four (4) year term ending June 30, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

Councilman Fornett made a motion to appoint Patrick Gatchell as Mayor Pro Tem, for a 
four (4) year term ending June 30, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Parker and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

Councilman Parker made a motion to appoint Robert O’Sullivan to the Civil Service 
Commission, to fill the unexpired term of Chris Blythe, term ending January 1, 2025.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis 
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker 
“AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

Councilman Fornett made a motion to accept the following appointments to the Planning 
Board, term expiring June 30, 2025:  Mayor - Heather Wiggins; At Large - Jerry Jackson; Ward 
1 - Willie Sims; Ward 2 - Leonard Stewart; Ward 3 - Wesley Smith; Ward 4 - Linda Tillman; 
and Ward 5 - Chris Hollis.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Gatchell and received the 
following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

Councilman Parker made a motion to accept the following appointments to the Recreation 
Commission, term expiring June 30, 2025:  Mayor – Lee Tingle; At Large – Jason Williams; 
Ward 1 – Reginald Barnes; Ward 2 – Reginald Barnes; Ward 3 – Mike McIlhaney; Ward 4 – Jay
Spradlin; and Ward 5 – Aulton Vann, III.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

Councilman Blythe made a motion to accept the nomination of Councilman Johnny 
Walker as the Alternate Representative for Jackson County Economic Development Foundation. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Gatchell and received the following vote:  Mayor 
Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, 
Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

*****

The next item for consideration was the Resolution Appointing Mississippi Municipal 
League 2021 Voting Delegates, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.  

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was the Resolution Approving Hospital Road 
Improvements Supplemental Agreement No. 1/Quantity Adjustment No. 2, as presented by 
Michael Silverman, City Manager.  

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was the Resolution Approving Memorandum of 
Agreement with MDOT for Highway 90 Access Project, as presented by Michael Silverman, 
City Manager.  

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was the Resolution Approving Oakland Street Drainage 
Task Order No. 22, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.  

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

Councilman Gatchell recused himself during the following discussion and left the 
meeting. 

The next item for consideration was the Resolution Accepting Tax Exemption Application
from Ad Valorem Taxes for a Period of Ten (10) Years to Huntington Ingalls, Inc., as presented 
by Michael Silverman, City Manager.  

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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Councilman Gatchell returned to the meeting.

*****

The next item for consideration was the Resolution Approving Revised Preliminary 
Design for Southern Rail Commission, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.  

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:



139



140



141



142



143



144



145



146

*****

DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

The Order for the docket of claims for July 6, 2021 is spread on the minutes as follows:
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The above Order was introduced by Councilman Parker, seconded for adoption by 
Councilman Gatchell, and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE” Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe 
“AYE ”.  So, ordered this the 6th day of July, 2021.

*****

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilman Parker made a motion to enter a closed session to determine whether or not 
to declare an executive session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett, and received 
the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE ”.
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*****

Councilman Parker made a motion to go into executive session for transaction of 
business and discussions regarding purchase or sale of lands regarding Gulf Coast Restoration 
Funds Project Proposal; potential litigation regarding Clark Seafood; transaction of business and 
discussions regarding expansion of business or industry regarding a potential residential and 
commercial development; and potential litigation regarding opioid litigation.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, 
Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, 
and Blythe “AYE ”.  Council voted to enter executive session regarding these items because 
discussion of said items in open session would be detrimental to the City and discussion of the 
potential litigation items in an open meeting could be detrimental to the City’s litigation position.
Michael Silverman, City Manager, announced to the public and those in attendance that the 
Council had voted to go into executive session for the purposes stated above. The Council then 
began executive session.  

City Attorney, Michael Moore, recused himself and left the meeting during discussion 
regarding Clark Seafood.  David Allen, Attorney representing the City in the Clark Seafood 
matter, entered the meeting.

*****

Councilman Parker made a motion to close executive session and return to open session.  
The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker 
“AYE”, and Blythe “AYE ”.

The following action was taken in executive session:

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to approve the Perdue Pharma Chapter 11 
Bankruptcy plan, as recommended by Matthew Mestayer, Attorney.  The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe 
“AYE ”.  (Approved 07-06-2021)

*****

Councilman Parker made a motion to offer a proposal to Clark Seafood Co. upon 
payment of and securing a performance bond in the amount of $550,000.00, will enter into an 
Agreement with Clark Seafood Co. for a 45-day period beginning July 9, 2021, in which to 
complete transfer of their business from the premises and an additional 10 days to remove the 
structure and clean the debris.  It is further resolved that if Clark Seafood Co. and the City of 
Pascagoula have not entered into an agreement containing the terms herein, the City of 
Pascagoula is authorized to move forward with the Public Hearing on July 20, 2021.  The motion
was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, 
Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, 
and Blythe “AYE ”.  

*****

There being no further business to come before the Council tonight, Councilman Parker 
made a motion to recess until Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe 
“AYE ”.

The meeting ended at 8:12 p.m.
APPROVED:
/s/ Jay Willis                      

Jay Willis, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ Karen Kennedy                

Karen Kennedy, City Clerk




