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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, JULY 5, 2023, AT 6:00 P. M.

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a regular
meeting on Wednesday, July 5, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Willis called the meeting to order with
the following officials present:

Mayor Jay Willis
Councilman Patrick Gatchell
Councilman Michael Hyde was absent. 
Councilman Felix Fornett
Councilman Johnny Walker was absent. 
Councilman Matt Parker
Councilman Chris Blythe

City Manager Michael Silverman
City Attorney Michael Moore
City Clerk Karen Kennedy
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*****

Mayor Willis welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Eddie 
Kirby.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Fornett. 

*****

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:

Councilman Parker made a motion to accept the agenda, with the following amendment:

1. Michael Silverman, City Manager, removed Item 6.a – Recreation Commission 
Presentation from the agenda. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “ABSENT”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“ABSENT”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-05-2023)

*****

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION:

Mayor’s Youth Council:

There were no members of the Mayor’s Youth Council in attendance.

*****

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Ms. Davis addressed the Council regarding her concerns with the sale of kratom at local 
gas stations. 

*****

PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPERTY CLEAN-UP:

A public hearing was held at this time for the property clean-up at a parcel located at 
2314 Edgewood Avenue, bearing PIDN 42150155.000.  Josh Church, Planning Director, 
provided an update on the parcel and presented pictures and documentation showing the 
condition of the property.  No one was present to speak in favor or against regarding the 
property.      

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

A public hearing was held at this time for the property clean-up at a parcel located at 
3002 Pecan Avenue, bearing PIDN 41845028.000.  Josh Church, Planning Director, provided an 
update on the parcel and presented pictures and documentation showing the condition of the 
property.   The property owner, Mia Beech, was present and spoke during the public hearing.  No
one else was present to speak in favor or against regarding the property.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21

*****

A public hearing was held at this time for the property clean-up at a parcel located at 
4414 Lynx Avenue, bearing PIDN 41230128.000.  Josh Church, Planning Director, provided an 
update on the parcel and presented pictures and documentation showing the condition of the 
property.    No one was present to speak in favor or against regarding the property.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31

*****

The consent agenda was considered at this time:

Councilman Parker made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda, as presented.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis 
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “ABSENT”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “ABSENT”, 
Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-05-2023)



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



85



86



87



88



89



90



91



92



93



94



95



96



97



98

*****

CITY MANAGER:

The first item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Water and Sewer 
Infrastructure Improvements Projects, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Submission of GOMESA 
Proposals, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Closeout for Live Oak 
Drainage Improvements Project, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Eley Guild Hardy Agreement
for New City Hall, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

The Order for the docket of claims for July 5, 2023 is spread on the minutes as follows:
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The above Order was introduced by Councilman Walker, seconded for adoption by 
Councilman Parker, and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE” Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “ABSENT”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “ABSENT”, Parker “AYE”, and 
Blythe “AYE”.  So, ordered this the 5th day of July, 2023.

*****
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to enter a closed session to determine whether or not
to declare an executive session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe, and received 
the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “ABSENT”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “ABSENT”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-05-
2023)

*****

Councilman Fornett made a motion to go into executive session for potential litigation 
regarding a public nuisance; transaction of business and discussions regarding purchase or sale 
of land regarding waste incinerator site; transaction of business and discussions regarding 
purchase or sale of land regarding Cherokee Street Subdivision; and transaction of business and 
discussions regarding purchase or sale of land related to certain City owned property.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Gatchell and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis 
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “ABSENT”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “ABSENT”, 
Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  Council voted to enter executive session regarding these 
items because discussion of said items in open session could be detrimental to the City and 
discussion of potential litigation items in open session could be detrimental to the City’s 
litigation position.  Michael Silverman, City Manager, announced to the public and those in 
attendance that the Council had voted to go into executive session for the purposes stated above. 
The Council then began executive session.  (Approved 07-05-2023)

*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to close executive session and return to open 
session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “ABSENT”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“ABSENT”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 07-05-2023)

The following Resolution was adopted in executive session: 
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*****

There being no further business to come before the Council tonight, Councilman Parker 
made a motion to recess until Tuesday, July 18, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Gatchell and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “ABSENT”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “ABSENT”, Parker “AYE”, and 
Blythe “AYE”.

The meeting ended at 7:07 p.m.

APPROVED:
/s/ Jay Willis 

Jay Willis, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ Karen Kenendy
Karen Kennedy, City Clerk




