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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021 AT 6:00 P. M.

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a regular
meeting on Tuesday, October 5, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Willis called the meeting to order
with the following officials present:

Mayor Jay Willis 
Councilman Patrick Gatchell
Councilman Michael Hyde   
Councilman Felix Fornett 
Councilman Johnny Walker
Councilman Matt Parker
Councilman Chris Blythe

City Manager Michael Silverman
City Attorney Michael Moore
City Clerk Karen Kennedy
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*****

Mayor Willis welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Michele 
Brasier.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Blythe.

*****

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:

Councilman Parker made a motion to accept the agenda with the following amendments:

a) Michael Silverman, City Manager, added Item 10.d (Resolution Approving Award for 
Material-Only Costs for Mantou Street Utilities Project) and Item 10.e (Resolution 
Approving Award for Manholes for Mantou Street Utilities Project); and

b) Michael Moore, City Attorney, added an item for executive session regarding the 
purchase or sale of land; and 

c) Councilman Parker removed Item 9.d (Resolution Approving Amended Agreement with 
Sno Fro’s for Operating Concessions at Beach Park) from Consent Agenda for discussion
and a separate vote.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and “Blythe”.  (Approved 10-05-2021)

*****

ADDRESS THE COUNCIL:

Michael Silverman presented the Financial Statement for FY2021 for the Pascagoula 
Redevelopment Authority. 

The Financial Statement is spread on the minutes as follows: 
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*****

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION:

Mayor’s Youth Council:

There were no members of the Mayor’s Youth Council present.

Proclamations:

Mayor Willis read a proclamation recognizing the month of October, 2021 as Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.  

The Proclamation is spread on the minutes as follows:



4

*****

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

There were no public comments.

*****

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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Councilman Parker made a motion to dismiss the hearing on this property.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Foprnett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, 
Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, 
and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 10-05-2021)
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*****

A public hearing was held at this time for the property cleanup at a parcel located on 
Ingalls Avenue bearing PIDN 41230160.000.  Josh Church, Building Official, provided an 
update on the parcel and presented pictures and documentation showing the condition of the 
property.  The property owner was not present for the public hearing.  Marmion Dambrino, 
Senator Jeremy England and Renee Stegall Shaw spoke against the property.

The Resolution is spread on the minutes as follows:
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*****

The consent agenda was considered at this time:

Councilman Parker requested the removal of Item 9.d from the Consent Agenda and 
voted on separately.  Councilman Parker made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda, as 
amended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Gatchell and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 10-05-2021)
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Councilman Parker pulled Item 9.d from Consent Agenda for discussion regarding the 
Amended Agreement with Sno Fro’s for operating the concessions at Beach Park.  Mrs. Trotter 
was present and addressed the Council.  No actions was taken at this time. 

*****
CITY MANAGER:

The first item for consideration was a Resolution Authorizing Advertisement of City 
Resources regarding Cruisin’ the Coast 2021 Event, as presented by Michael Silverman, City 
Manager.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Bid for Sea Cove Drainage 
Improvements to Twin L Construction, as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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****

The next item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Award for Labor-Only for 
Mantou Street Utilities Project to J.E. Talley Construction, Inc., as presented by Michael 
Silverman, City Manager.  City Engineer, Geoff Clemens, addressed the Council regarding this 
project.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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****

The next item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Award for Material-Only for 
Mantou Street Utilities Project to Ferguson Waterworks, as presented by Michael Silverman, 
City Manager.  City Engineer, Geoff Clemens, addressed the Council regarding this project. 

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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The next item for consideration was a Resolution Approving Award for Manholes for Mantou 
Street Utilities Project to Design Precast, Inc., as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.
City Engineer, Geoff Clemens, addressed the Council regarding this project. 

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

The Order for the docket of claims for October 5, 2021 is spread on the minutes as 
follows:
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The above Order was introduced by Councilman Parker, seconded for adoption by 
Councilman Blythe, and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE” Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe 
“AYE”.  So, ordered this the 5th day of October, 2021.

*****

MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS:

Councilman Fornett expressed concerns regarding high grass at properties listed for sale 
and how to address these issues.   
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*****

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilman Walker made a motion to enter a closed session to determine whether or not 
to declare an executive session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Parker, and received 
the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to go into executive session for personnel regarding 
Municipal Court Public Defender and Prosecutor Applications; transaction of business and 
discussions regarding purchase or sale of lands regarding 12th Street Softball Fields; transaction 
of business and discussions regarding purchase or sale of lands regarding Beach Boulevard City- 
Owned Parcels; transaction of business and discussions regarding purchase or sale of lands 
regarding Round Island; potential litigation regarding Sports Complex Payment; transaction of 
business and discussions regarding expansion of business or industry regarding Ordinance 
modifying PRA fees; potential litigation regarding Brady’s Dock and transaction of business and
discussions regarding purchase or sale of lands regarding Boxwood Drainage Project.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Walker and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis 
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker 
“AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  Council voted to enter executive session regarding these items 
because discussion of said items in open session could be detrimental to the City and discussion 
of the potential litigation items in an open meeting could be detrimental to the City’s litigation 
position.  Michael Silverman, City Manager, announced to the public and those in attendance 
that the Council had voted to go into executive session for the purposes stated above. The 
Council then began executive session.  

*****

Councilman Parker made a motion to close executive session and return to open session.  
The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker and received the following vote:  Mayor 
Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, 
Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

No formal action was taken in executive session.

*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to amend the agenda to add an appointment to the 
City’s Public Defender position.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received 
the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

Councilman Fornett made a motion to appoint Scott Corlew to the City’s Public Defender
position.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Gatchell and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to amend the agenda to add an appointment to the 
City Prosecutor position.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the 
following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to appoint Taggart, Rimes & Wiggins, PLLC to the 
City Prosecutor position.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker and received the 
following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.
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*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to amend the agenda to add a Resolution 
Authorizing Retention of E. Foley Ranson to Provide Professional Services related to 
Subdivision Vacation.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Parker and received the 
following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

Councilman Parker made a motion to amend the agenda to add a Resolution Approving 
Sale of City-Owned Portions of Round Island.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Gatchell and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, 
Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to amend the agenda to add an Ordinance to Amend
Section 86-52 of the City’s Code of Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, 
Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

Councilman Parker made a motion to amend the agenda to add a Resolution Retaining 
Legal Counsel to Represent the City.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Gatchell and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to amend the agenda to add a Resolution Adjusting 
Just Compensation for 1020 Eastwood Drive in relation to the Boxwood Drainage Project.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Parker and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis 
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker 
“AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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There being no further business to come before the Council tonight, Councilman Parker 
made a motion to recess until Tuesday, October 19, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, 
Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, 
and Blythe “AYE”.

The meeting ended at 8:27 p.m.

APPROVED:

_______________________________________

Jay Willis, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Karen Kennedy, City Clerk




