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      REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2016, AT 6:00 P.M. 

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a regular meeting on 

Tuesday, August 2, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following 

officials present: 

 

Mayor Harry J. Blevins 

Councilman Burt Hill 

Councilman Freddy Jackson  

Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr. 

Councilwoman Brenda Simkins  

Councilman David Tadlock  

Councilman Scott Tipton 

 

City Manager Joe Huffman 

City Attorney Eddie Williams 

Asst. City Clerk Karen Kennedy  

City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker was absent.   

 

 

 Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting. The invocation was given by Councilman 

Hill. The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Jackson. 

 

      ***** 

Opening remarks were made by several members of the Council. Mayor Blevins recognized a 

Mayor’s Youth Council member, Gracie Usher.  Councilman Tadlock stated a public service 

announcement will be going out concerning recycling.  The recycling bins will be distributed over the 

next few weeks with information detailing what types of articles can be recycled.  The Mayor 

announced two (2) new businesses opening in the City, Delicious Donuts on 14
th

 Street and Metro 

Beauty on Denny Avenue.  Also, he stated all City projects are continuing and on schedule.  Councilman 

Tadlock asked that a link be included on the new city website allowing the public to check the progress 

of the City projects.  

 

      ***** 

Mr. James Colmer, representing the Pascagoula High Quarterback Club, addressed the Council on 

ways the booster club plans to encourage the public to attend to the football games.  He asked for 

authorization to shoot a single firework each time the football team scores either a touchdown or field 

goal during the game.  He also presented a Fire Safety Plan approved by Donnie Carlson, Fire Chief.  

Additional information is spread on the minutes as follows:     
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Councilman Tipton made a motion to waive Section 30-71 of the Code Ordinances prohibiting 

the discharge of fireworks in the City.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the 

following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

Mr. Steve Mitchell with Habitat for Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf Coast extended a formal 

invitation to the Council to attend an upcoming meeting to learn about the Hardest Hit Fund Blight 

Elimination Program on Wednesday, August 31, 2016, beginning at 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. at their office 

located at 2214 - 34
th

 Street, Gulfport, Mississippi.    

 

Ms. Laura Cooley addressed the Council with concerns regarding Market Street.  The Mayor 

thanked Ms. Cooley for coming tonight.   

 

Mr. Al Brimm and Mr. Jay Spradlin with the Pascagoula Recreation Commission stated that they 

have been working on several projects in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan so that they can move 

forward with a plan to fund them with the 2% prepared food tax.  The plans include improved lighting, 

parking, improvements to the entrances to the soccer field, baseball, and softball fields, additional 

restrooms, concession stands, batting cages, etc.  The plan also includes improvements to the tennis 

courts, adding on to the skate park and making a cross country trail.  The Commission plans to have 

pamphlets printed to educate the public on the upcoming special election.  They will also be meeting 

with the football, baseball and soccer coaches from Pascagoula High and Resurrection to get their 

support.  The Mayor asked the Commission to meet with the restaurant owners to help them understand 

the referendum as well as getting their feedback.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Brimm and Mr. Spradlin for 

coming tonight.      

 

***** 

   PUBLIC HEARINGS – RESOLUTION FOR PROPERTY CLEANUP: 

 

 

A public hearing was held at this time for a property cleanup matter at 2704 Canty.  Donovan 

Scruggs, City Planner, provided the Council with an update on each parcel.  The property owner was not 

in attendance due to an illness.   

 

The Council then considered the following Resolution: 
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The following action was taken by the City Council:  

 

 

2704 Canty:  Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to “CONTINUE” the property cleanup 

hearing for 2704 Canty until the Council meeting of September 6, 2016.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill 

“AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

(Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 

 

A public hearing was held at this time for property cleanup matters at 1900 Denny Avenue and 

3106 Louise Street.  Donovan Scruggs, City Planner, provided the Council with an update on each 

parcel.  One of the property owners was present and made comments.    

 

The Council then considered the following Resolution: 
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The following action was taken by the City Council. 

 

 

1900 Denny Avenue:  Councilman Tadlock made a motion to adopt the Resolution for 1900 

Denny Avenue as recommended.  It was further clarified that the sign is a non-conforming structure as a 

result of Section 8.3.d and 8.5.c of the ??? as well as causing a safety issue.   The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill 

“AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

(Approved 8-2-16) 
 

3106 Louise Street:  Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to “CONTINUE” the property 

cleanup hearing for 3106 Louise Street until the Council meeting of September 6, 2016.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  

Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and 

Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 
 

***** 

  

The following consent agenda items were considered at this time: 

 

The first item for consideration was a request to adopt and approve the minutes of the recessed 

regular Council meeting of July 19, and special call meeting of July 25, 2016, as recommended by 

Karen Kennedy, Asst. City Clerk. 

 

Councilman Hill made a motion to adopt and approve the minutes of the recessed regular Council 

meeting of July 19, and special call meeting of July 25, 2016, as recommended.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  

Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and 

Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 

Minutes of the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority meetings of June 6 and 30, 2016, were 

acknowledged by the Council. 

 

***** 

Minutes of the Recreation Commission meeting of June 1, 2016, and approved by the Pascagoula 

Recreation Commission on July 6, 2016, were acknowledged by the Council. 

 

***** 

 

The next item for consideration was the approval authorizing the use of four (4) Police vehicles 

as unmarked in accordance with section 25-1-87 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, as 

indicated, as recommended by Kenny Johnson, Police Chief.  

 

Councilman Hill made a motion to approve authorizing the use of four (4) Police vehicles as 

unmarked in accordance with section 25-1-87 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, as 

indicated, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the 
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following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

(A copy of the related document is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 

herein by reference).  

  

***** 

The next item for consideration was a request to approve the postage funds in the amount of  

$3,000 for the direct debit/postage-on-call meter setting services with Neo-Post, as recommended by 

Karen Kennedy, Asst. City Clerk. 

 

Councilman Hill made a motion to approve postage funds of $3,000 for the direct debit/postage-

on-call meter setting services with Neo-Post, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill 

“AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

(Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 

The next item for consideration was a request to approve authorizing the submission of the CDBG 

FY2016 Action Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, as recommended by 

Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director and authorize the Mayor to execute 

documents associated with the CDBG FY2016 Action Plan.  Funding associated with the Action Plan is 

approximately $179,527 for which no match is required.  

 

Councilman Hill made a motion to approve authorizing the submission of the CDBG FY2016 

Action Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, as recommended and authorize 

the Mayor to execute related documents.    The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and 

received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett 

“AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

      *****  
The next item for consideration was a request to accept and approve the Parks and Recreation Fee 

Schedule, as recommended by Darcie Crews, Parks and Recreation Director.  
 

 

 

 

Councilman Hill made a motion to accept and approve the Parks Recreation Fee Schedule as 

recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  

Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, 

Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 

 

The next item for consideration was the adoption of an Ordinance to amend Section 58-31 of the 

Code of Ordinances to increase the number of commissioners serving on the Recreation Commission to 

13 members, as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  

 

The Ordinance is spread on the minutes as follows:  
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The above Ordinance was introduced in writing by Councilman Hill, seconded for 

adoption by  Councilman Jackson, and received the following vote:  Mayor 

Blevins “AYE”, Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE. (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

Passed this the 2
nd

 day of August, 2016.  

 

        APPROVED: 
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        /s/ Harry J. Blevins 

        Harry J. Blevins, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Karen Kennedy 

Asst. City Clerk 

 

***** 

The next item for consideration was a request to approve advertising the resources of the City 

through the Mississippi Gulf Coast Blues Commission 25
th

 Annual Blues and Heritage Festival on 

September 9, 2016, with a Bronze Package in the amount of $500.00, as recommended by Eddie 

Wiliams, City Attorney. 
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Councilman Hill made a motion to approve advertising the resources of the City through the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Blues Commission, a non-profit corporation that has qualified as a 501(c)(3), at 

the 25
th

 Annual Blues and Heritage Festival on September 9, 2016, with a Bronze Package in the amount 

of $500.00, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the 

following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”, Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE. (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

*****  

 

The next item for consideration was a Resolution authorizing the transfer of certain assets to 

Jackson County and removal from City of Pascagoula inventory, as recommended by Police Chief 

Kenny Johnson. 

 

The Resolution is spread on the minutes as follows: 
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The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Hill, seconded for 

adoption by Councilman Jackson, and received the following vote:  Mayor 

Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then 

declared the Resolution adopted on the 2
nd

 day of August, 2016. 

 

*****  

 

The next item for consideration was a request to extend the current Motorcycle Lease Agreement 

with Bruce Rossmeyer’s Daytona Harley-Davidson of Ormond Beach, Florida, under the same terms 

and conditions, as recommended by Kenny Johnson, Police Chief.  The agreement is for twenty-four 

(24) months at $425.00 per bike per month for five (5) 2017 FLHTP Electra Glide police motorcycles.  

The contract dates will be December 1, 2016 through November 30, 2018.  Vendor concurs.    
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Councilman Hill made a motion to approve extending the current Motorcycle Lease Agreement 

with Bruce Rossmeyer’s Daytona Harley-Davidson of Ormond Beach, Florida, as recommended. The 

contract dates will be December 1, 2016 through November 30, 2018.  Vendor concurs.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”, 

Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and 

Tipton “AYE. (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 

Minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting of June 22, 2016, were acknowledged 

by the Council. 

 

***** 

 

The following new business items were considered at this time: 

 

The first item for consideration was a presentation by Ravin Floyd, Public Relations Specialist, 

explaining a new Citizen Recognition Program, Flagship Award.  Mrs. Floyd stated the program will 

acknowledge and honor citizens whose efforts and achievements help make Pascagoula a great place to 

live, work and play.  It will be awarded bi-annually during the first meetings in May and November.  

Citizens can make recommendations to the City Council on who should be nominated. The Council will 

nominate citizens each month based on a list of nominees.  The Council will decide on who will receive 

the Flagship Citizens Award.  
  

***** 

 

The next item for consideration was the appointments to the Recreation Commission as presented 

by Darcie Crew, Parks and Recreation Director.  City Manager, Joe Huffman advised there are currently 

three (3) positions vacant after the Council adopted the Ordinance creating a 13- member Commission 

tonight.  Two applications have been submitted for consideration and the City will advertise to fill the 

third vacant position.        

 

Councilman Simkins made a motion to appoint James H. Colmer, Jr. to the Pascagoula Recreation 

Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote: Mayor 

Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 

“AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

Councilman Jackson made a motion to appoint Joseph J. Davis to the Pascagoula Recreation 

Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote: Mayor 

Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 

“AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 
 

***** 

The next item for consideration was an appointment to the Municipal Election Commission, as 

presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  Mr. Williams advised Mr. Mike Murphy resigned his 

position due to an issue with his current work schedule, effective immediately.   

  

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to appoint Ms. Debbi McCallam to fill the vacant position on 

the Municipal Election Commission, as recommended. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill 
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and received the following vote: Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, 

Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 
 

The next item for consideration was to approve the Residential Central Business District Tax 

Exemption Policy, as presented by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Director.   
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After discussion, Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the proposal with the 

inclusion of a modification that differentiates the investment threshold for a renovation to a minimum of 

$75,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote: Mayor 

Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 

“AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

 

***** 

 

The next item for consideration was the Order for Docket of Claims as follows: 

    

      ORDER 

 

WHEREAS, the attached docket of claims for the period July 15, 2016, through July 29, 2016, 

has been presented to the City Council for allowance and approval. 

 

 WHEREAS, it appears that all of said claims are proper and should be allowed; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, that all claims shown on said dockets are hereby 

allowed and approved for payment. 

 

 

 

The above Order was introduced by Councilman Tipton, seconded for adoption by 

Councilman Jackson, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  

Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 

“AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 2
nd

 day 

of August, 2016. 

 

      ***** 

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to close the meeting to consider the need for an executive 

session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor 

Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 

“AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.   

 

***** 

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing the 

potential Section 42 litigation, JCUA legal matters, location of a business and establish just 

compensation for Hospital Road project. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the 

following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”, after which the Mayor announced to the public 

and to those in attendance that the Council had voted to hold an executive session for the purpose stated 

above.  The Council then began the executive session. 

 

***** 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE  

CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, AUTHORIZING  

REVISED JUST COMPENSATION FOR A CERTAIN PARCEL  

NEEDED FOR THE HOSPITAL ROAD PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Pascagoula is presently engaged in certain improvements to Hospital Road 

south of Highway 90, the same being designated as STP-8971-00(005)LPA/ 106448-701000 (Project); and 

WHEREAS, the Project calls for the acquisition of a number of parcels of land for rights-of-way; and 

WHEREAS, by Resolution dated the 3rd day of May, 2016, the City Council did set just 

compensation for the various parcels needed for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to revise compensation to adjust for a certain negotiated settlement with 

property owners in order to avoid litigation; and 

WHEREAS, an offer has been made by Mark Dye, the acquisitions agent for the Project, to property 

owners for the parcel identified herein on the basis of values which were established by the Council 

pursuant to the Resolution of May 3, 2016, and the offer was countered and negotiated by the property 

owners and Mark Dye resulting in the offer in the amount set forth hereinbelow, contingent on the approval 

by the City Council of the City of Pascagoula; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is necessary to the Project and in the best interest of the 

City that the negotiated offer be approved, the same being reasonable, in order to avoid litigation for the 

acquisition of same: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

PASCAGOULA AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. That the findings and recitals in the above preambles are hereby declared and found 

to be true and correct. 

SECTION 2.  That the Mayor and Mark Dye are hereby authorized to acquire the right-of-way 

from the owners together with all other parties in interest for reasonable compensation based on the below 

recited negotiated offer as follows: 

Richard & Carron Hall    Original Offer:   $11,300.00 

Administrative Adjustment:   $10,000.00 

(88% increase based on revised damages.  See attached 

documents.) 

        Revised Offer:   $21,300.00 (Accepted) 

 

 SECTION 3. The City Manager is authorized and directed to issue a check payable to the owners 

of the above listed parcel as consideration for the acquisition of same and revised offer is hereby approved as 

just compensation for the parcel in question. 

 

The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Tadlock, seconded for 

adoption by Councilman Pickett, and received the following vote:  Mayor 

Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then 

declared the Resolution adopted on the 2
nd

 day of August, 2016. 
 

***** 

 

 During executive session, Eddie Williams, City Attorney discussed and recommended retaining 

an attorney, Mark Herbert, as co-counsel for a cost in the amount of $170.00 per hour. This is for the 

upcoming litigation with Knowles Construction Company.  

 

***** 

 

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve retaining Attorney Mark Herbert as co-counsel 

for litigation with Knowles Construction Company. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and 

received the following vote: Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett 

“AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”. (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 

 

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve joining in the litigation against the Jackson 

County Utility Authority (JCUA) contingent upon all the municipalities located within Jackson County 

join in the lawsuit. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote: 
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Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, 

Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”. (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

***** 

 

Councilman Hill made a motion to authorize approval of $50.00 per hour to Dogan & Wilkinson 

to serve as lead counsel in the litigation against the Jackson County Utility Authority. The motion was 

seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote: Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  

Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and 

Tipton “AYE”. (Approved 8-2-16) 

 

Councilman Hill made a motion to end the executive session and return to open session.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins 

“AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, 

and Tipton “AYE”. 

      ***** 

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilman Hill made a 

motion to recess until Wednesday, August 3, 2016, at 8:00 a.m.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill 

“AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”. 

 

The meeting ended at 8:25 p.m. 

 

        APPROVE: 

 

 

        _____________________________  

        Harry J. Blevins, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________              

Karen Kennedy, Asst. City Clerk 


