REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2016, AT 6:00 P. M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a regular meeting on Tuesday, January 5, 2016, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr.
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins
Councilman David Tadlock
Councilman Scott Tipton

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Asst. City Clerk Brenda J. Reed
City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker

*****
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Tadlock.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Pickett.

*****
Mayor Blevins gave some opening comments and advised the City made a lot of progress in 2015 and will continue its efforts in 2016.  He recognized Annie Perkins and Kris Rinza from the Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council who were in attendance at tonight’s meeting. 

*****
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The 2015 Resurrection Catholic School Eagles football team was unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to a conflict with schedules.  They will attend the meeting at a later date. 

*****
	Amy Brandenstein and Tom Browning, Magnolia Classic Cruisers, addressed the Council and presented them with a “Goula Cruise” plaque.  Other committee members were also in attendance and were recognized.  Ms. Brandenstein thanked the Council for its support last year and advised they are working on plans for the 2016 event in October at Beach Park.  Mayor Blevins thanked her for the plaque and advised the Council will soon be considering the 2016 “Cruisin the Coast” contract.

*****
	Marlo Tipton, new Regional Director of the American Heart Association, addressed the Council regarding the 2016 Jackson County Heart Walk and reported on local statistics and their work in the community.  The Jackson County Heart Walk will be held on May 21, 2016, at River Park in conjunction with other City events.  Anne Pitre, Public Relations Director, stated that $750.00 was budgeted this year for this agency.  Ms. Tipton requested that the budgeted amount of $750.00 be released and asked the Council to consider a match or other additional funds.  She expressed appreciation for the support.

	After comments, Councilman Tipton made a motion to approve $500.00 from the City of Pascagoula to the Jackson County American Heart Association.  After discussion, Councilman Tipton amended the motion to approve a total of $1,000.00 to the Jackson County American Heart Association.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 1-5-16)

*****
The consent agenda was considered at this time:

	The first items for consideration were the minutes of the recessed regular Council meetings of December 15 and 18, 2015, as recommended by Carol Groen, Chief Deputy City Clerk.

	Councilman Hill made a motion to approve and adopt the minutes of the recessed regular Council meetings of December 15 and 18, 2015, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 1-5-16)
*****
	The next item for consideration was the annual renewal of the surety bond with the Mississippi Department of Employment Security (MDES) through Hardy and Jacobson, Inc., Pascagoula, MS, as recommended by Regina Moore, Human Resources Generalist.  The surety bond serves as collateral for reimbursement of unemployment payments in the event that MDES is unable to collect quarterly invoiced payments from the City with a premium of $630.00 for January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016.

	Councilman Hill made a motion to approve the annual renewal of the surety bond with the Mississippi Department of Employment Security (MDES) through Hardy and Jacobson, Inc. as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 1-5-16)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
	The next item for consideration was Change Order No. 2 with Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc., Florence, MS, for the Citywide Sewer Evaluation and Rehabilitation Project as recommended by Jaci Turner, City Engineer.  The change order will result in a decrease in the contract amount of $57,135.00 and an additional 72 days.

	Councilman Hill made a motion to approve Change Order No. 2 with Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc. for the Citywide Evaluation and Rehabilitation Project as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 1-5-16)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
	The next item for consideration was a request to advertise the resources of the City through the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce Explosion of Excellence Book Scholarship Program 2016 for $250.00 as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.

	Councilman Hill made a motion to approve advertising the resources of the City through the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce Explosion of Excellence Book Scholarship Program 2016 for $250.00 as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 1-5-16)

*****
	The next item for consideration was a memorandum of understanding between the Pascagoula Police Department and the Jackson County District Attorney’s Office as recommended by Lt. Jim Roe.  This will allow the Pascagoula Police Department to legally share criminal justice information with the Jackson County District Attorney’s Office.

The Mississippi Justice Information Center Holder-of-the-Record Agreement is spread on the minutes as follows:
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	Councilman Hill made a motion to approve the Mississippi Justice Information Center Holder-of-the-Record Agreement between the Pascagoula Police Department and the Jackson County District Attorney’s Office as recommended and authorize the Chief of Police to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 1-5-16)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
The following new business items were considered:

	The first item for consideration was a ONE COAST Resolution regarding the distribution of RESTORE funds as presented by Mayor Blevins.

The Council then considered the following Resolution:
	

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, TO JOIN WITH COAST CITIES AND COUNTIES IN REQUESTING THE LEGISLATURE TO APPROPRIATE AT LEAST 80% OF THE $750 MILLION IN ECONOMIC DAMAGES FROM THE DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL SPILL TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF THE THREE COAST COUNTIES TO BE USED FOR STRATEGIC, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AS DETERMINED BY A CONSENSUS OF THOSE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, TO CREATE NEW JOBS AND PERMANENTLY EXPAND THE STATE’S TAX BASE FROM SALES, INCOME AND GAMING TAXES GENERATED FROM MISSISSIPPI COAST BUSINESSES

WHEREAS, on April 20, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico began an unprecedented environmental and economic assault on the three Coastal counties in the State of Mississippi, as well as coastal counties in other Gulf States; and
WHEREAS, the Oil Spill caused severe, immediate and potentially ongoing environmental damages that first brought to a complete halt, and to this day continues to hamper, the historic seafood harvesting, packaging, wholesaling and retailing businesses that have helped sustain the economies of the Coast and the State for hundreds of years; and
WHEREAS, the same concerns caused an immediate cessation, and to this day continuing reduction, of the charter fishing industry that has for decades helped draw tourists from across the country to the Mississippi Coast; and
WHEREAS, the Oil Spill robbed citizens of the Mississippi Coast of an indigenous quality of life in the areas of fishing, boating, shrimping, crabbing, floundering, skiing, sailing, swimming and other water-, beach- and outdoor-related recreational activities; and
WHEREAS, the actual and perceived damages from the Oil Spill caused a severe drop in tourism across the Mississippi Coast, which at the time was on its way to recovery from the effects of 2005’s Hurricane Katrina and the national recession of 2008-2009; and
WHEREAS, this negative impact on tourism was especially hard on the Coast casino business, which once generated more than $1billion in annual gross gaming revenues; and
WHEREAS, quality of life concerns caused by the Oil Spill have for years negatively impacted the Mississippi Coast’s efforts to attract new businesses, development and residents; and
WHEREAS, now, five years later, the three counties of the Mississippi Coast are still struggling in many areas to restore to full vigor its fishing, tourism, manufacturing and service industries, its economic development recruitment, and its quality of life; and
WHEREAS, the Mississippi Coast has historically been the State’s leading tourism destination and contributor to the State treasury across all economic models; and
WHEREAS, it is important to the Treasury of the State of Mississippi that the Mississippi Coast return to full economic vitality in order to re-establish its leadership position in State tourism and significantly expand its financial contributions to the State budget through state collections of sales, gaming and income taxes generated by businesses and residents of the Coast; and
WHEREAS, local government financial settlements from the Oil Spill only partially compensated the governments within the three Coastal counties of Mississippi for the overwhelming economic losses incurred and are not any way near sufficient to stimulate the recovery of the Coast economy in order to generate the growth in revenue to the State Treasury that a fully recovered and robust Coast economy would produce perpetually; and
WHEREAS, the local governments of the Mississippi Coast accepted their settlements with the clear understanding, and promise of additional compensation coming from anticipated State settlements; and
WHEREAS, the local governments of the Mississippi Coast were so encouraged by various State officials, including Governor Phil Bryant, who publicly stated that the anticipated State settlements should go to the areas most affected by the Oil Spill; and
WHEREAS, the State of Mississippi has subsequently agreed to a substantial settlement, including $750 million for economic damages; and
	WHEREAS, any significant redirection of economic damages money away from the Coastal counties is in obvious contradiction to the stated and implied intent of the economic damages settlement, which was to return the affected areas to their previous state of economic health; 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the State of Mississippi that the overwhelming majority of the economic damages money be allotted to stimulate a more rapid and vigorous economic recovery across the Mississippi Coast; and
	WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the State of Mississippi that the Coastal counties utilize those monies to reinvigorate their fishing, tourism, manufacturing, and service industries in order to generate more revenues for the State now and for decades to come; 
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, THAT:
	Section 1: 	 We join with the governments of coast cities and counties in requesting the Mississippi legislature to appropriate no less than 80% of the $750 million in economic damages to the exclusive use of the local governments within Hancock, Harrison and Jackson counties, for strategic, economic development as determined by a consensus of those local governments, with the remaining 20% of economic damages to be appropriated for statewide, strategic economic development.
Section 2:	We will work quickly and in good faith with all of the Coast local governments to evaluate all specific economic development projects that will be proposed by Coast local governments for funding through Deepwater Horizon settlement funds during the 2016 Legislative Session and to communicate as soon as reasonably possible to the Legislature and State officials a consensus list of projects and priorities that the Coast local governments consider to be essential to strategic, regional, economic recovery and expansion.
Section 3:	The City Clerk is directed to present this resolution to the Governor, Lt. Governor, Speaker of the House and all members of the Mississippi Senate and House of Representatives, and to publish this resolution to the general public.
	Section 4:  	This resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after adoption.

The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Tipton, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jackson, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 5th day of January, 2016.
*****
	The next item for consideration was an Amendment to Section 86-46 of the Code of Ordinances to eliminate cross connection fees as separate charges, to establish a category for commercial accounts for sewer demand charges, and to increase demand charges on all accounts in order to offset the increased Jackson County Utility Authority (JCUA) costs and provide for the debt service on bond issues as recommended by Bobby Parker, City Clerk/Comptroller.

	After a brief discussion and comments, the Council considered the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 1-2016

CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 86-46 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, TO ELIMINATE CROSS CONNECTION FEES AS A SEPARATE CHARGE; TO ESTABLISH A CATEGORY FOR COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS FOR SEWER DEMAND CHARGES; TO INCREASE DEMAND CHARGES ON ALL ACCOUNTS; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI:
	SECTION 1.  Section 86-46 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to provide as follows:
(a) For water service, a monthly demand charge shall be assessed to all customers based on the size of the meter of each customer in accordance with the following schedule: 

(1)  Within the city limits. 
	Meter size
(inch)

	Rate

	5/8″
	$7.45

	¾
	$14.88

	1
	$22.33

	1½
	$37.21

	2
	$59.51

	3
	$118.97

	4
	$223.02

	6
	$356.80

	8
	$624.32



a. If a meter serves a building or apartment complex containing more than one dwelling unit, the demand charge, instead of the above, shall be the number of dwelling units served by the meter multiplied by $7.45. If the building or apartment complex receives a permit for renovations from the building department, the demand charge will be reduced by the total number of units being renovated multiplied by $7.45, during the renovation. As each unit receives a certificate of occupancy (CO), the building department will notify the utility billing office, advising of the number of units covered by the CO.  The demand charge will then be adjusted to include the renovated units. 

b. If a meter serves a mobile home park containing more than one mobile home space, the demand charge, instead of the above, shall be the number of mobile home spaces served by the meter multiplied by $7.45. 

(2)   Without the city limits. 
	Meter size
(inch)

	Rate

	5/8″
	$11.18

	¾
	$22.34

	1
	$33.52

	1½
	$55.86

	2
	$88.98

	3
	$177.65

	4
	$335.15

	6
	$536.24

	8
	$937.06



a. If a meter serves a building or apartment complex containing more than one dwelling unit, the demand charge, instead of the above, shall be the number of dwelling units served by the meter multiplied by $11.18. If the building or apartment complex receives a permit for renovations from the building department, the demand charge will be reduced by the total number of units multiplied by $11.18, during the renovation. As each building receives a certificate of occupancy (CO), the building department will notify the utility billing office, advising of the number of units covered by the CO. The demand charge will then be adjusted to include the renovated units. 

b. If a meter serves a mobile home park containing more than one mobile home space, the demand charge, instead of the above, shall be the number of mobile home spaces served by the meter multiplied by $11.18. 

(b) In addition to each of the monthly charges for customers both within and without the City, each customer shall be charged for water used at a rate of $2.94 per 1,000 gallons. 

(c) 	When a customer within the city submits a written request to fill a swimming pool, the commodity rates in paragraphs (b) shall be charged, but no sewer charge shall be made. In addition, there shall be collected from each person requesting a swimming pool be filled a service charge in the amount of $78.75 to fill such a pool in normal working hours; outside normal working hours the service charge shall be $183.75. 

(d) Unless otherwise provided by the city council, all water furnished by the city shall be metered and paid for in accordance with the above rates. To unlawfully obtain and receive water or sewer service without payment therefor shall be punishable as a misdemeanor. 

(e) Each commercial customer, who receives sewer service, whether within or without the city, shall pay a monthly sewer charge equal to 482 percent of his monthly water demand charge plus $3.60 per 1,000 gallons of water consumed. Each non-commercial customer, who receives sewer service, whether within or without the city, shall pay a monthly sewer charge equal to 372 percent of his monthly water demand charge plus $3.60 per 1,000 gallons of water consumed.  If a person has sewer service but no city water service the city manager shall prescribe a monthly rate for such use based on the volume and content of the sewage placed in the sewer system. 

(f) Prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the rates provided in this section shall be reviewed to determine if they are sufficient to provide the revenue for necessary operational and maintenance expenses and capital improvements for the water supply system. 
SECTION 2.  The new rates provided for herein shall be charged beginning with the 2nd billing cycle in the month of February, 2016.
SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall take effect one month after passage.  

The above Ordinance was introduced in writing by Councilwoman Simkins, seconded for adoption by Councilman Tipton, and the motion received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins voted “AYE”, Councilman Hill voted “AYE”, Councilman Jackson voted “AYE”, Councilman Pickett voted “AYE”, Councilwoman Simkins voted “AYE”, Councilman Tadlock voted “AYE”, and Councilman Tipton voted “AYE”.

Passed this the 5th day of January, 2016.

							APPROVED:


							/s/ Harry J. Blevins__________________ 
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ Brenda J. Reed________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Assistant City Clerk

(S E A L)

*****
	The next item for consideration was the Order for the Docket of Claims as follows:

ORDER

	WHEREAS, the attached docket of claims for the period December 13, 2015, through December 30, 2015, has been presented to the City Council for allowance and approval; and
	WHEREAS, it appears that all of said claims are proper and should be allowed;
	NOW, THEREFORE IT IS ORDERED that all claims shown on said dockets are hereby allowed and approved for payment.
The above Order was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded for adoption by Councilman Tipton, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 5th day of January, 2016.

***** 

	Joe Huffman, City Manager, discussed the process for an appointment to the School Board of Trustees for the Pascagoula Gautier School District.  Jennifer Colmer’s term will expire on March 4, 2016.  After comments, the Council recommended advertising for the appointment.

***** 

	Joe Huffman, City Manager, advised that termites have recently been located inside City Hall.  After an inspection, Orkin Pest Control has submitted a Commercial Structures Directed Liquid + Bait Treatment and Monitoring Service Retreatment Agreement for consideration.  Mr. Huffman recommended approval of the agreement from Orkin Pest Control in the amount of $3,617.25.  This includes the initial treatment and monitoring cost of $3,221.25 and the additional annual monitoring fee of $396.00.

The agreement is spread on the minutes as follows:
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	After discussion, Mayor Blevins made a motion to approve the Orkin Pest Control Commercial Structures Directed Liquid + Bait Treatment and Monitoring Service Retreatment Agreement for $3,617.25 as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 1-5-16)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

***** 
	After closing remarks, and there being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilman Pickett made a motion to recess until Tuesday, January 19, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

The meeting ended at 6:45 p.m.

					APPROVED:


					______________________________ 
					Harry J. Blevins, Mayor
ATTEST:

________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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