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RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2016, AT 6:00 P. M. 

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI 

 

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed 

regular meeting on Tuesday, April 19, 2016, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to 

order with the following officials present: 

 

Mayor Harry J. Blevins 

Councilman Burt Hill 

Councilman Freddy Jackson  

Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr. 

Councilman David Tadlock  

Councilman Scott Tipton 

 

City Manager Joe Huffman 

City Attorney Eddie Williams 

City Clerk/Comptroller Bobby Parker 

Carol Groen Chief Deputy City Clerk 

 

Councilwoman Brenda Simkins was absent. 

 

***** 

 

Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by 

Councilman Tadlock.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Pickett. 

 

*****  

 Mayor Blevins and several Council members gave opening remarks. Mayor Blevins 

reported that a business, Trend Setters Barber Shop, opened recently and congratulated  Jodie 

Mckenzie,Teacher in  Pascagoula Gautier School District, for winning Mississippi’s 2016 

Teacher of the Year award. 

 

Mayor Blevins welcomed Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council members to the meeting 

tonight.   

 

*****  

 

 Mayor Blevins read and presented Frank Corder with a “Proclamation for National Day 

of Prayer” 

 

The Proclamation is spread on the minutes as follows: 

 

 

 

 

P R O C L A M A T I O N 
 

 

 

WHEREAS,  the history of our Nation is indelibly marked with the role that prayer has played in the lives of 

individual Americans and the United States as a whole; and 

 

WHEREAS,   our greatest leaders have always turned to prayer in times of crises; and 

 

 

WHEREAS,  the  65
th

  Annual  National  Day  of  Prayer  with  the  national   theme     “Wake Up, America” will 

take place on May 5, 2016,  when millions will unite in prayer as thousands of events take place 

from coast to coast; and 

 

WHEREAS, we acknowledge that prayer is a personal experience of one’s hope and aspirations; sorrows and fears; 

remorse and renewed resolve; praise and thanksgiving; and love toward God. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Harry J. Blevins, Mayor of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, do hereby declare 

Thursday, May 5, 2016, as  

 

 

“DAY OF PRAYER” 
 

 

in the City of Pascagoula so we may meet the challenges that lie before us with courage, wisdom and justice. 

 

 

 

                                                      

 

                   

                                                                           ________________________________ 

                 Harry J. Blevins 

              Mayor 

 

 

 

*****  

 

Mayor Blevins read and presented Darcie Crew with a “ Proclamation for Earth Month” 

 

 

The Proclamation is spread on the minutes as follows: 

 

 

Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, the global community has been celebrating Earth Day annually since 1970; and 

 

WHEREAS, Earth Day began as a long-term endeavor to support a cleaner, healthier, more prosperous 

planet, but eventually led to a month-long observance and the creation of far-reaching and life-changing 

policies and agencies such as the Environmental Protection Agency, the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, 

and others; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is our duty as citizens of Pascagoula to protect our land and our waters from pollution and 

litter and to reduce our use of resources wherever we can; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is likewise our duty as citizens to recycle when possible to reduce the amount of waste in 

our landfills; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pascagoula renews its commitment to environmental stewardship along with communities 

across the nation as a Keep America Beautiful affiliate; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pascagoula Parks & Recreation sponsors annual programs to promote the aforementioned, 

including the annual Litter Bugs Me program in our schools, the Great American Cleanup, and is 

introducing a new event this year, Explore the World Around You; and 

 

WHEREAS, our City faces new challenges every day, but none greater than taking steps today to leave a 

clean, beautiful, and sustainable environment for the future;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Harry J. Blevins, Mayor of Pascagoula, do hereby proclaim the month of April 2016 

 

Earth Month 
 

in the City of Pascagoula, and call upon all citizens to take part in making Pascagoula a great place to live, 

work and play for years to come and to observe Earth Month by participating in an activity or 

undertaking a project of their own. 

       ______________________________ 
       Harry “Jim” Blevins 

       Mayor 
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      ***** 

 

 Joseph Hasbrouck, Mayor, for  Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council, presented the semi-annual 

report along with a slide show.  

 

  

Mayor and Council presented “Certificates of Recognition” to Seniors of the Mayor’s 

Youth Council which  included a $250.00 scholarship.  

 

The following Seniors received the $250.00 scholarship: 

 

Clara Baumhauer 

Summer Beall 

Joseph Hasbrouck 

Victoria Miller 

Kris Rinza 

Gabriela Wells 

 

      ***** 

 

 Tee McCovey, Our Daily Bread President, addressed the Council and passed out a 

handout of the 5-year Stategic Plan and briefly commented on the highlights of the Plan. Mayor 

and Council thanked Mr. McCovey for the presentation and welcomed him back to the 

community. 

 

 Adele Lyons, Habitat for Humanity, Director of Development, addressed  Council 

bragging on the participation and hard work of Councilwoman Brenda Simkins. Habitat is 

having their annual fundraiser, “Hangout with Habitat”, at the IP Casino. Councilwoman Brenda 

Simkins will rappel 300 ft. from the top of  IP Casino to raise $1,000.00 for Habitat for 

Humanity.  Ms. Lyons passed a handout to  Council. Mayor Blevins thanked Ms. Lyons for 

coming tonight.  

 

 

 Joe Huffman, City Manager requested removal of Item #9 from the consent agenda. It 

will be addressed separately. 

 

*****  

 

The consent agenda was considered at this time: 
 

The first item for consideration was the minutes of the regular Council meeting of April 

5, 2016, as recommended by Carol Groen, Chief Deputy City Clerk. 

 

Councilman Jackson made a motion to adopt and approve minutes of the regular Council 

meeting of April 5, 2016, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett 

and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson 

“AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 

4-19-16) 

*****  

 

Minutes of the Recreation Commission meeting of March 2, 2016, were acknowledged 

by the Council.  

 

*****  

 

Minutes of the Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council meeting of March 28, 2016, were 

acknowledged by the Council. 

 

*****  
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The next item for consideration was advertising the resources of the City through the 

purchase of a plaque with a Key to the City for Jay Higginbotham – Author, Historian and  

Activist. 

 

Councilman Jackson made a motion to advertise the resources of the City through the 

purchase of a plaque with a Key to the City for Jay Higginbotham – Author, Historian and  

Activist as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the 

following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett 

“AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

*****  

  

 The next item for consideration was a request to advertise the resources of City through 

The Junior Auxilliary of Pascagoula-Moss Point, Inc., 18
th

 Annual Charity Boil in the amount of 

$100.00 as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Atttorney. 

 

 Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve advertising the resources of City through 

the Junior Auxilliary of Pascagoula-Moss Point, Inc., 18
th

 Annual Charity Boil in the amount of 

$100.00 as recommended.The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the 

following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett 

“AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

*****  

 

 The next item for consideration was an Order designating Kristi Summerlin as a Deputy 

Municipal Clerk as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney. This will not create a new 

position and will not result in a wage increase. 

 

The Order is spread on the minutes as follows: 

 

 

 

 

ORDER DESIGNATING DEPUTY MUNICIPAL CLERK 

 

WHEREAS, Kristi H. Summerlin has now completed a course of study under the 

auspices of the Center for Governmental and Community Development with the Mississippi 

State University Extension Program, resulting in her eventual receipt of credentials as a Certified 

Municipal Clerk; and 

WHEREAS, one of the requirements and qualifications upon completion of the 

certification program is that one must have the title Deputy Municipal Clerk; and 

WHEREAS, Kristi H. Summerlin will receive her certification at the Mississippi 

Municipal League Conference in June of this year; and 

WHEREAS, the change in her title will not create a new position within the City and 

will not result in a wage increase: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF PASCAGOULA AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Kristi H. Summerlin is hereby designated as a “Deputy Municipal Clerk” 

effective immediately, in fulfillment of her requirements for certification as such. 

Section 2.  The Director of Human Resources is directed to make any and all change 

necessary in Ms. Summerlin’s personnel records to reflect this change of title. 

So ordered this the 19
th

 day of April, 2016. 

  

      ________________________________  
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      Harry J. Blevins, Mayor 

 

__________________________________  

Brenda Reed, Assistant City Clerk 

 

 

The above Order was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded 

for adoption by Councilman Pickett, and received the following vote:  

Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, 

Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton 

“AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 19
th

 day 

of April, 2016. 

 

*****  

 

 The next item for consideration was a request to reject all Sand Bids (#358) received due 

to specification changes as recommended by Robin Wood, Purchasing Agent. 

 

 Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the  request to reject all Sand Bids (#358) 

received due to specification changes as recommended and authorize City Clerk to re-advertise 

for bids.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  

Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins 

“ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

 

*****  

 

 The next item for consideration was the 2015 CDBG Public Services Agreement with the 

Salvation Army as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development 

Director.  

 

The contract is spread on the minutes as follows: 
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 Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the 2015 CDBG Public Services 

Agreement with the Salvation Army as recommended and authorize City Manager to execute 

related documents. The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following 

vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 

Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

*****  

  

 The next item for consideration was the application for Mississippi Municipal League 

(MML) Excellence Award Applications as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and 

Economic Development Director. 

 

Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the application for MML Excellence 

Award Applications as recommended and authorize City Manager to execute related documents. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor 
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Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins 

“ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

      ***** 

 

 The next item for consideration was advertising the resources of the City through the 

Jackson County Sherrif’s 15
th

 Annual Rodeo for $300.00 to be held on May 13-14, 2016,  as 

recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney. 

 

Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve advertising of the resources of the City 

through the Jackson County Sherrif’s 15
th

 Annual Rodeo for $300.00 to be held on May 13-14, 

2016,  as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the 

following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett 

“AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

 

 Mayor Blevins left the meeting at this time. Mayor Pro Tem Freddy Jackson took over 

the meeting for consideration of Item 9 of the consent agenda. 

 

 The item for consideration was advertising the resources of the City through the Pine 

Burr Area Counil – Boy Scouts of America for $100.00 as recommended by Eddie Williams, 

City Attorney. 

 

Councilman Tipton made a motion to approve advertising of the resources of the City 

through the Pine Burr Area Counil – Boy Scouts of America for $100.00 as  recommended.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins 

“ABSENT”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, 

Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

Mayor Blevins returned to the meeting after vote on Item 9. 

 

 

*****  

The following new business items were considered at this time: 

 

The next item for consideration was setting a date to discuss the Public Defender 

position, Public Works contract and TIGER Grant. 

 

After discussion, Mayor Blevins stated the meeting to discuss theses items would be 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016, at 5:00 pm. 

 

      *****  

 

 The next item for consideration was a request to authorize Thompson Engineering to 

provide services related to site consideration for City Hall/Visitor Center as recommended by 

Donovan Scrugg, City Planner. 

 

 

Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve authorizing Thompson Engineering to 

provide Professional Services for site considerations, department consolidations and area 

evaluations related to potential City Hall/Vistor Center facilities as  recommended.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  

Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock 

“AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 4-19-16) 

 

*****  

  

The next item for consideration was the Order for the docket of claims for April 19, 2016, 

is spread on the minutes as follows: 
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The above Order was introduced by Councilman Pickett, seconded for adoption 

by Councilman Tipton, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins 

“AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins 

“ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the 

Order adopted on the 19
th
 day of April, 2016. 

 

*****  

 At this time the Mayor asked if there were any futher comments 

 

***** 

 Joe Huffman, City Manager, thanked the Public Works, Police and Fire Departments for 

all of their hard work and working together. 

 

*****  

   Councilman Tipton commented that Pascagoula and Resurrection Baseball Teams 

were in the Baseball Playoffs and encouraged people to come out and support these two teams. 
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*****  

 Councilman Hill  commented that Pascagoula’s Golf Team won District and will be 

traveling to Madison, MS, to play in the State Tournament. 

 

*****  

 Mayor Blevins commented there have been road closures at Chicot and Cherokee. Chicot 

is opened and Cherokee will be by noon tomorrow when putting the drainage pipe work is 

completed. He also commented that Thursday, April 28, 2016, at 6:40 pm is City of Pascagoula 

night at the Shuckers game. He encouraged all to attend. 

 

*****  

 There being no further business to come before the Council tonight, Councilman Hill 

made a motion to recess until Tuesday, April 26, 2016, at 5:00  p.m. to transact such business as 

may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and 

received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, 

Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”. 

 

The meeting ended at 6:40 p.m. 

 

       APPROVED: 

 

       __________________________________  

       Harry J. Blevins, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________  

Carol Groen, Chief Deputy City Clerk 


