[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2015, AT 6:00 P. M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a regular meeting on Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:
Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr.
Councilman David Tadlock

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Asst. City Clerk Brenda J. Reed

Councilwoman Brenda Simkins was absent.
Councilman Scott Tipton was absent.
City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker was absent.

*****
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Hill.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Jackson.  
*****
Mayor Blevins and members of the Council made some general comments.

*****
	Mayor Blevins read and presented Jerry White with a Proclamation for American Red Cross Month.  The Proclamation is spread on the minutes as follows:

P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, March is American Red Cross Month which is a special time to recognize and thank our Everyday Heroes, who reach out to help their neighbors when they are in need; and

WHEREAS, The American Red Cross helps people prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies; provides food, shelter and aid during times of disaster; support to military families;  and trains citizens in lifesaving CPR and first aid skills; and 

WHEREAS, The American Red Cross is the organization which turns caring and concern into action; and 

WHEREAS, The American Red Cross relies on donations of time, money and blood to fulfill its mission to help alleviate human suffering in the face of emergencies; and

WHEREAS, the majority of American Red Cross services are provided by trained and dedicated volunteers; and

WHEREAS, our Everyday Heroes are volunteers that make a difference in communities across the United States and throughout the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Harry J. Blevins, Mayor of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, do hereby proclaim March, 2015, as

AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH

in the City of Pascagoula and encourage our citizens to support this organization and its noble humanitarian mission.   

__________________________________
                                                                                                           Harry J. Blevins
									     Mayor

	Mr. White made some comments, and Mayor Blevins thanked the American Red Cross for the great work they do for everyone.

***** 

	A property cleanup hearing was held for 1204 Dupont, 1907 Albert, and 1003 Convent at this time.  Donovan Scruggs, City Planner, gave a status report on each parcel of land.

The Council then considered the following Resolution:


RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, by order dated February 3, 2015, this Council authorized giving notice to the owners of the parcels of land listed in Exhibit A of a hearing before this Council at 6:00 P.M., March 3, 2015, to determine whether the parcels listed are in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the community; and
WHEREAS, notice of the hearing has been given in the manner and time required by law; and
WHEREAS, the Council has received evidence from the staff of the City as to the condition of the parcels listed and the owners have been given an opportunity to be heard; and
	WHEREAS, we find that the parcels of land listed in the exhibit are in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of this community:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  That the parcels of land listed in Exhibit A are hereby found and determined to be in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the community.
SECTION 2.  That, if the parcels are not cleaned by the owners within seven days of this date, the City Manager, by use of City personnel or a private contractor, shall have the parcels cleaned by removing any dilapidated buildings thereon, removing any standing water, by cutting any excess vegetation thereon, and by removing rubbish and debris.  Thereafter, this Council shall adjudicate the actual cost of cleaning the parcels and such costs shall be an assessment against the parcels.
EXHIBIT A
Tax Parcel Number		Owner(s)       		         		Described at the following
and 				and 		   	         		Jackson County, MS,
Property Address		Mailing Address	         		Deed Books and Pages

41775038.000			Kenneth B. Robertson 		Deed Book 1279, Page 895
1204 Dupont			1215 Washington Avenue
				Pascagoula, MS  39567
				
40401342.000			Travis Olive				Deed Book 1655, Page 397
1907 Albert			2617 Martin Street
				Pascagoula, MS  39567
				     AND
				Randolf & Joedna Fagan
				9108 West Simmons Circle
				Ocean Springs, MS  39564	
(Footnote 1)
41411074.000			Wallace Benward 			Deed Book 1400, Page 270
1003 Convent			6204 Paseo Colina
Carlsbad, CA  92009
	      AND
Henry C. Edwards
154 Quail Run Road
Lucedale, MS  39452
(Footnote 2)

PARTIES WITH INTEREST
Footnote 1:   
-Bennett Tax Company, 6991 Hwy 493 North, Meridian, MS  39305
-High Sierra Tax Sale Properties, MSC 378, P.O. Box 850001, Orlando,  FL  32885
	-Henry Cornelius Edwards, 154 Quail Run Road, Lucedale, MS  39452
	-Ann, LLC, 33 Canebrake Blvd, Hattiesburg, MS  39402
	- Patricia Zdenek, 7500 Lakeridge Drive, Ocean Springs, MS  39564

Footnote 2:   
-E.C. Schafer, 3406 River Road, Moss Point, MS  39563
-Bennett Tax Company, 6991 Hwy 493 North, Meridian, MS  39305


The following actions were taken by the City Council:

1204 Dupont –

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to adopt the Resolution for 1204 Dupont as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 3rd day of March, 2015.

1907 Albert – 

Councilman Hill made a motion to adopt the Resolution for 1907 Albert as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 3rd day of March, 2015.

1003 Convent – 

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to adopt the Resolution for 1003 Convent as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 3rd day of March, 2015.

*****
The consent agenda was considered at this time:

The first items for consideration were the minutes of the recessed regular Council meetings of February 17 and February 23, 2015, as recommended by Brenda Reed, Asst. City Clerk.
	Councilman Pickett made a motion to adopt and approve the minutes of the recessed regular Council meetings of February 17 and February 23, 2015, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)

***** 
	Minutes of the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority meeting of January 8, 2015, were acknowledged by the Council.

*****
Minutes of the Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council meeting held on February 9, 2015, were acknowledged by the Council.
*****
	The next item for consideration was the FY16 Subgrant Application for DUI Grant funds from the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety as recommended by Doug Adams, Police Department.  The funding cycle runs from October 1, 2015, to September 30, 2016.  Funding will be approximately $50,000.00 and no match is required.  

Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the FY16 Subgrant Application for DUI Grant funds from the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the application.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
The next item for consideration was a request for the Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council to travel in a City vehicle to attend the Mississippi Municipal League (MML) Youth Summit in Clinton, MS, on March 6-7, 2015, as recommended by LaLinda Grace, Economic Development Specialist.

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the travel request for the Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council to attend the Mississippi Municipal League (MML) Youth Summit in Clinton, MS, and travel in a City vehicle, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
***** 
The next item for consideration was a proposal from Necaise Locksmith Service, Inc. for the replacement of door locks for City Hall and the Utilities/Community Development Building as recommended by Robin Wood, Purchasing Agent.  The cost will be $2,504.75.

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the proposal from Necaise Locksmith Service, Inc. for the replacement of door locks for City Hall and the Utilities/Community Development Building as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”. (Approved 3-3-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
The next item for consideration was a request to advertise for proposals for a recreational boat storage facility at River Park as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to authorize the City Clerk to advertise for proposals for a recreational boat storage facility at River Park as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

	The next item for consideration was a Resolution in support of a request by the Jackson County Board of Supervisors for local and private legislation authorizing the imposition of a 2% occupancy tax on hotels and motels throughout the county for the purpose of funding the Mississippi Gulf Coast Regional Convention and Visitors’ Bureau as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.

The Resolution is spread on the minutes as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA IN SUPPORT OF THE REQUEST BY THE JACKSON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR LOCAL AND PRIVATE LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING THE IMPOSITION OF A 2% HOTEL/MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX IN JACKSON COUNTY TO HELP FUND THE OPERATIONS OF THE MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST REGIONAL CONVENTION AND VISITORS’ BUREAU; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, pursuant to House Bill 1716, Local and Private Laws of Mississippi, General Session, 2013 Legislature, the Mississippi Gulf Coast Regional Convention and Visitors’ Bureau (Bureau) was created and commenced its operations on July 1, 2013; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of House Bill 1716, three (3) of the fifteen (15) board members serving on the Bureau are appointed by the Jackson County Board of Supervisors; and
WHEREAS, Section 3(3)(d) of House Bill 1716, provides that the Commissioners appointed by Jackson County shall serve terms of two (2) years for the purpose of providing a reasonable period of time during which the County could identify and commit appropriate sources of tourism funding to the Bureau; and
WHEREAS, both Harrison County and Hancock County have implemented hotel/motel occupancy taxes within their jurisdictions for the purpose of funding the Bureau, while Jackson County has not yet contributed any funding thereto; and
WHEREAS, the voting privileges of the Commissioners from Jackson County will expire on June 30, 2015, unless Jackson County provides comparable funding in accordance with Section 3(3)(d) of House Bill 1716; and
WHEREAS, the Jackson County Board of Supervisors, at its regular meeting on February 17, 2015, unanimously approved a Resolution requesting local and private legislation to authorize Jackson County to impose a two percent (2%) occupancy tax on hotels and motels located in all of Jackson County for the purposes aforesaid; and
WHEREAS, the municipalities within Jackson County have been requested by the Board of Supervisors to pass separate Resolutions in support of the County’s effort to acquire such local and private legislation; and
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it will be in the best interest of the citizens of our community to honor this request:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  The matters and facts set forth in the foregoing preambles constitute findings of fact by the City Council of the City of Pascagoula.
SECTION 2.  The City Council of the City of Pascagoula is hereby on record in support of Jackson County’s efforts to obtain local and private legislation allowing the County to impose a two percent (2%) occupancy tax on hotels and motels throughout the County for the purposes set forth hereinabove.
SECTION 3.  The City Clerk is directed to cause a certified copy of this Resolution to be sent to all members of the legislative delegation representing Jackson County and each of the municipalities therein.
The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Pickett, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 3rd day of March, 2015.

***** 

The next item for consideration was a request to advertise the resources of the City for $100.00 (Hole Sponsor) through the Boys & Girls Clubs of Jackson County Annual Golf Tournament to be held on Saturday, March 14, 2015, as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the request to advertise the resources of the City for $100.00 (Hole Sponsor) through the Boys & Girls Clubs of Jackson County Annual Golf Tournament as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  
(Approved 3-3-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

	Next for consideration was a contract with Gulf South Pipeline for natural gas delivery as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  

The contract is spread on the minutes as follows:
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	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the contract with Gulf South Pipeline for natural gas delivery as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
	The next item for consideration was the 2014 CDBG Public Services Contract with the Gulf Coast Women’s Center for Nonviolence, Inc. as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the 2014 CDBG Public Services Contract with the Gulf Coast Women’s Center for Nonviolence, Inc. as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
	Next for consideration were the closeout documents for Lowry Island – Phase 2 – East River Development with M & D Construction Company, Inc., Moss Point, MS, as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation Director, and Compton Engineering, Inc.   

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the closeout documents for Lowry Island – Phase 2 – East River Development with M & D Construction Company, Inc., authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents, and authorize a manual check for $361,152.15 for final payment.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
Next for consideration was a request for a manual check to Compton Engineering, Inc. for $9,900.00 to complete the Professional Services Agreement for the Lowry Island Redevelopment Project as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation Director.
	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve a manual check to Compton Engineering, Inc. for $9,900.00 to complete the Professional Services Agreement for the Lowry Island Redevelopment Project as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
	The next item for consideration was the renewal of a contract with TERMINIX for treatment of termites at the Scranton Museum at River Park for the period 4-1-15 through 
4-30-16, as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation Director.  The renewal fee is $255.00 per year.

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the renewal of a contract with TERMINIX for treatment of termites at the Scranton Museum at River Park as recommended and approve automatic renewal of the contract in the future.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
	The next item for consideration was the renewal of a contract with TERMINIX for treatment of termites at the 12th Street Softball Press Box #2 for the period 4-1-15 through 
4-30-16, as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation Director.  The renewal fee is $165.00 per year.

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the renewal of a contract with TERMINIX for treatment of termites at the 12th Street Softball Press Box #2 as recommended and approve automatic renewal of the contract in the future.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
The next item for consideration was an Agreement for Professional Services by Christian Preus Landscape Architecture for the Pascagoula River Blueway/Canty Street Boat Launch Project as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks and Recreation Director.  

The agreement is spread on the minutes as follows:
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______________________________	____			______________________________ 
BY:  Christian H. Preus, ASLA		Date			Client				Date



	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the Agreement for Professional Services by Christian Preus Landscape Architecture for the Pascagoula River Blueway/Canty Street Boat Launch Project as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
	The next item for consideration was the renewal of the boat insurance policy with XL Specialty Insurance Company as recommended by Jeane Bull, Assistant Comptroller.  The quote for the premium is $19,614.00 for coverage from March 15, 2015, to March 15, 2016.

	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the renewal of the boat insurance policy with XL Specialty Insurance Company as recommended, authorize the Assistant Comptroller to sign the application and Terrorism Form, and authorize a manual check for timely payment of the premium.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

***** 
	The next item for consideration was a request from the City of Gautier for a right-of-way vacation as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  It has been determined that the City of Pascagoula does not have any gas utilities in the easement sought to be vacated.
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	Councilman Pickett made a motion to approve the request from the City of Gautier for a right-of-way vacation as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “ABSTAINED”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

***** 
The following new business items were considered at this time:

Joe Huffman, City Manager, requested that the item regarding retail and residential recruitment strategy be tabled until the next Council meeting.

***** 
Joe Huffman, City Manager, requested the item regarding recreation improvements be removed from the agenda tonight.  He advised the Council will recess tonight’s meeting until Thursday, March 12, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.

***** 
	The next item for consideration was a Resolution requesting a local and private bill to authorize granting of single-family residential housing ad valorem tax abatements as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.

The Resolution is spread on the minutes as follows:

RESOLUTION REQUESTING PASSAGE OF LOCAL AND PRIVATE LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, TO GRANT EXEMPTIONS FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION, EXCEPT THE AD VALOREM TAXATION FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES, FOR NEW SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES LOCATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY FOR A PERIOD OF NOT MORE THAN FIVE (5) YEARS FROM THE DATE OF COMPLETION OF THE NEW STRUCTURE FOR WHICH SUCH EXEMPTION IS GRANTED.

	WHEREAS, the City of Pascagoula was ravaged by the winds and flood waters of Hurricane Katrina in August of 2005, resulting in the destruction of numerous homes throughout the City, many of which have not been replaced; and
WHEREAS, the costs of compliance with flood-plain ordinances, new and more stringent building codes and underwriting requirements for homeowner insurance have escalated to levels that far exceed those prior to Hurricane Katrina; and
WHEREAS, as a result of these increased costs for home-building in the City of Pascagoula, very few of the lost structures have been rebuilt resulting in a diminished ad valorem tax base for the City and an adverse impact to the City’s overall economy; and
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City Council to obtain the legislation which will assist the City in incentivizing developers, both individual and corporate, to undertake the building of new single-family residential homes in the City:
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:
	SECTION 1.  The City Council is unanimously on record in support of a local and private bill which will authorize the City to grant tax exemptions to builders of single-family residential homes within the corporate limits of the City for a period of up to five (5) years subject to certain policies to be established by the City Council.
	SECTION 2.  Attached hereto as an exhibit is the form of the legislation sought by the City Council.
	SECTION 3.  The City Council requests that the Legislative Delegation for the City of Pascagoula exert its best efforts to pass the attached legislation during the current Legislative Session.
	SECTION 4.  The City Clerk is directed to provide each member of the City’s Legislative Delegation with a certified copy of this Resolution and the attached exhibit.
The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 3rd day of March, 2015.


The exhibit is spread on the minutes as follows:

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, TO GRANT EXEMPTIONS FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION, EXCEPT AD VALOREM TAXATION FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES, FOR NEW SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES LOCATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY FOR A PERIOD OF NOT MORE THAN FIVE (5) YEARS FROM THE DATE OF COMPLETION OF A NEW STRUCTURE FOR WHICH THE EXEMPTION IS GRANTED; TO REQUIRE THAT THE PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION DESIRING TO OBTAIN SUCH EXEMPTION SHALL FILE A WRITTEN APPLICATION THEREFOR WITH THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY PROVIDING FULL INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROPERTY FOR WHICH THE EXEMPTION IS REQUESTED, INCLUDING THE TRUE VALUE OF ALL SUCH PROPERTY, AND THE DATE FROM WHICH THE EXEMPTION IS TO BEGIN; TO PROVIDE A TIME LIMIT FOR THE MAKING OF AN EXEMPTION REQUEST; TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONTENTS OF ANY ORDER PASSED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES GRANTING THE REQUEST AND THE DISPOSITION OF SUCH ORDER UPON PASSAGE; TO PROVIDE THAT ANY EXEMPTION GRANTED PURSUANT TO THIS ACT SHALL BE IN LIEU OF AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTIONS AUTHORIZED UNDER ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW; TO AUTHORIZE THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES TO ESTABLISH POLICIES FOR THE GRANTING OF SUCH EXEMPTIONS; AND, FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
	BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
	SECTION 1.  The governing authorities of the City of Pascagoula are hereby authorized, in their discretion, to grant exemptions for ad valorem taxation, except ad valorem taxation for school district purposes, for new single-family residential structures located within the corporate boundaries of the City, for a period of not more than five (5) years from the date of the completion of the new structure for which the exemption is granted.
	SECTION 2.  Any person, firm or corporation desiring to obtain the exemption authorized in this section shall first file a written application therefor with the governing authorities of the City, providing full information about the property for which the exemption is requested, including the true value of all such property, and the date from which the exemption is to begin.
  	SECTION 3.  Any application for an exemption under this section must be made within twelve (12) months from the date of the completion of the new structure for which the exemption is requested.  The date of completion shall be the date of issuance of a certificate of occupancy by the City building officials.
	SECTION 4.  The governing authority of the City may, by order spread on its minutes, approve such application for all or any part of the property for which the exemption is requested and for all or any part of the authorized period of exemption.  The order shall specify the property to be exempted and the dates from which such exemption begins and expires.  The municipal clerk shall record the application and the order approving the same in a book kept in his office for that purpose, and shall file one (1) copy of the application and the order with the Chairman of the Department of Revenue.
	SECTION 5.  The governing authorities of the City are hereby granted the authority to establish by resolution or order the policies for the granting of such exemptions as contemplated herein.  
	SECTION 6.  This Act shall be repealed from and after July 1, 2020.
	SECTION 7.  This Act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2015.
***** 
	The next item for consideration was a retail market analysis update with Arnett-Muldrow and Associates as presented by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  Ms. Dearman provided a brief overview of the services included in the update.  She advised that Arnett-Muldrow prepared the first update in 2011.  

The agreement is spread on the minutes as follows:
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	After comments, Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the Agreement for Planning Services with Arnett-Muldrow and Associates as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  (Approved 3-3-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
	The next item for consideration was a Resolution regarding a bid award for the Cherokee Forest Infrastructure Project as recommended by Jaci Turner, City Engineer, and Brown, Mitchell, and Alexander, Inc.  Ms. Turner commented on this item.

The Council then considered the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION REJECTING APPARENT LOW BID SUBMITTED BY KAPPA DEVELOPMENT AND GENERAL CONTRACTING, INC. (KAPPA) AND AWARDING CONTRACT TO SECOND LOWEST BIDDER, G.T. DEVELOPMENT & CONTRACTING, LLC. (GT) FOR THE CHEROKEE FOREST NEIGHBORHOOD INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA.

	WHEREAS, on or about the 16th day of December, 2014, the City Council authorized the City Manager to solicit bids for certain proposed infrastructure improvements located in or near the Cherokee Forest Subdivision in the City of Pascagoula, hereinafter referred to as the Cherokee Forest Neighborhood Infrastructure Improvements (the Project); and
	WHEREAS, bids for the Project were opened at City Hall on the 10th day of February, 2015, wherein six different contracting firms, including Kappa and GT, submitted bids as shown on the bid tabulation document attached hereto as Exhibit A to this Resolution; and
	WHEREAS, Kappa was the apparent lowest bidder and GT was the second lowest bidder; and
	WHEREAS, Brown, Mitchell and Alexander (BMA), consulting engineers on the Project have conducted a review of the bids as shown on the attached tabulation and have rendered their opinion with respect thereto, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B; and
	WHEREAS, as can be seen from the attached letter, BMA is of the opinion that, although Kappa met the technical requirements for the submission of the bid on the Project, Kappa is nonetheless a non-responsible bidder in accordance with Article 19 of the Instructions to Bidders for Construction Contracts due to its inadequate and poor performance on projects of this type in the past and in particular for the City of Pascagoula, which is fully documented by the City Engineer as per the findings attached hereto as Exhibit C; and
WHEREAS, BMA’s research of the bidders indicates that GT is not only a responsive bidder, but is also a responsible bidder when it comes to projects of this magnitude; and
	WHEREAS, due to Kappa’s inadequate and poor performance of previous contracts for the City of Pascagoula and similar findings by sister cities along the Gulf Coast as indicated in the letter from BMA, the City Council finds that Kappa is not a responsible bidder:
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:
	SECTION 1.  The matters and facts set forth in the preambles to this Resolution are hereby adopted as the official findings of the City Council.
SECTION 2.  The bid by Kappa in the amount of $2,115,757.00 is hereby rejected for the reason that the City Council finds that Kappa is not a responsible bidder within the meaning of Article 19 of the Instructions to Bidders for Construction Contracts.
	SECTION 3.  The City Council hereby accepts as the lowest and best bid, the bid of G.T. Development & Contracting, LLC. in the amount of $2,190,589.00, which exceeds Kappa’s bid by approximately four percent.  
	SECTION 4.  A certified copy of this Resolution shall be sent by the City Clerk to Kappa together with all accompanying documents. 
The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Hill, seconded for adoption by Councilman Pickett, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 3rd day of March, 2015.

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

	At this time, Jaci Turner, City Engineer, gave an update on the bond projects.  Ms. Turner advised that $8,000,000.00 will be used for drainage improvements and $7,000,000.00 will be used for utility improvements.  Ms. Turner provided a handout to the Council which will be updated quarterly.  A question and answer session followed.  The Council thanked Ms. Turner for the information.

The handout is spread on the minutes as follows:
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]


***** 
	Next for consideration was the Order for the docket of claims as follows:

ORDER

	WHEREAS, the attached docket of claims for the period February 13, 2015, through February 27, 2015, has been presented to the City Council for allowance and approval; and

	WHEREAS, it appears that all of said claims are proper and should be allowed;

	NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that all claims shown on said dockets are hereby allowed and approved for payment.

The above Order was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 3rd day of March, 2015.

*****
	Several upcoming events were mentioned at this time.  Mayor Blevins also commented on some new Pascagoula businesses, the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority, Mayor’s Youth Council, and various projects throughout the City.

*****
	Joe Huffman, City Manager, introduced James (J. P.) Sansing as the new Grants Administrator.  After comments by Mr. Sansing, the Council welcomed him to the City of Pascagoula.
***** 
Councilman Hill made a motion to close the meeting to consider going into executive session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.

*****
Councilman Hill made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing some real estate transactions.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”, after which the Mayor announced to the public and those in attendance that the Council had voted to hold an executive session for the purpose stated above.  The Council then began the executive session.  

*****
	Councilman Hill made a motion to end the executive session and return to open session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.  

*****
No action was taken during the executive session.

*****
	After general comments, Councilman Hill made a motion to recess the meeting until Thursday, March 12, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “ABSENT”.

The meeting ended at 7:11 p.m.

							APPROVED:


							______________________________
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor
ATTEST:

____________________________________ 
Brenda Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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