RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2015, AT 6:00 P. M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr.
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins
Councilman David Tadlock
Councilman Scott Tipton

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Chief Deputy City Clerk Carol Groen
City Clerk/Comptroller Bobby Parker

*****
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jackson and the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Hill.

*****
	Mayor Blevins gave some opening remarks and advised there will be a public hearing on the proposed FY 2016 budget tonight.  He turned the public hearing over to Joe Huffman and Bobby Parker.  Bobby Parker, City Clerk/Comptroller, provided handouts to the Council and the public.  He gave a Power Point presentation and made several comments about the proposed budget.  

	Mr. Williams then announced that the floor was open for public comments.  There were no comments made.

After brief comments by members of the Council, Councilman Hill made a motion to close the public hearing.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.

*****
New items were considered at this time.

	The first item for consideration was the re-appointment of Jaclyn Turner and William Dunnam to the Gulf Regional Planning Commission Board, extending their appointments through September of 2018.
Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to re-appoint Jaclyn Turner and William Dunnam to the Gulf Regional Planning Commission Board   The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  
(Approved 9-8-15)
*****
	Next for consideration was a request to authorize the Mayor to execute a letter to Governor Phil Bryant and Lt. Governor Tate Reeves on behalf of the City of Pascagoula and the Mississippi Gulf Coast Region asking for their support and assistance in helping make the restoration of the Gulf Coast passenger rail service a reality.

	Copies of the letters are spread on the minutes as follows
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September 8, 2015

The Honorable Phil Bryant
P.O. Box 139
Jackson, MS 39205

Dear Governor Bryant:

I am writing on behalf of the City of Pascagoula and the City Council in response to the ongoing efforts of the Southern Rail Commission. Having just observed the 10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, the only remaining means of transportation that has yet to be reinstated along the Mississippi Gulf Coast is that of passenger rail service.  Pascagoula, once a stop on the Sunset Limited Gulf Coast Route, is unique in that it is home to several of the state’s largest employers whose employees travel from a large geographic area into the city each day.  Passenger rail service would be vital to maintaining and enhancing that workforce, while likewise creating a hub of activity within our city serving as a catalyst further local, economic development.  As the county seat of Jackson County, Pascagoula is situated half way between the City of Mobile and the next proposed stop of Biloxi.  

While we have witnessed magnificent successes stories of recovery along the coast, we are presently faced with a unique opportunity to bring many more tourists and visitors to our region.  Restoration of the passenger rail would be instrumental in furthering the revitalization of the coastal region and particularly the City of Pascagoula, as one of the hardest hit areas on the coast whose struggles continue to this day. It would certainly be an asset in the development and expansion of our state’s One Coast regional tourism efforts. 

Since 2005, passenger rail service has been absent from New Orleans east across coastal Mississippi, Alabama and the panhandle of Florida.  Meanwhile, highway and airway transportation have become more costly and congested, thereby impacting our regional and statewide economic potential.

You have consistently been not only a friend to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and the City of Pascagoula, but one of our greatest ambassadors.  On behalf of the City of Pascagoula and the Mississippi Gulf Coast region, we ask for your support and assistance in helping make the restoration of the Gulf Coast passenger rail service a reality. 

Sincerely,
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Harry “Jim” Blevins
Mayor
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September 8, 2015

The Honorable Tate Reeves
P.O. Box 1018
Jackson, MS 39215

Dear Lieutenant Governor Reeves:

I am writing on behalf of the City of Pascagoula and the City Council in response to the ongoing efforts of the Southern Rail Commission. Having just observed the 10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, the only remaining means of transportation that has yet to be reinstated along the Mississippi Gulf Coast is that of passenger rail service.  Pascagoula, once a stop on the Sunset Limited Gulf Coast Route, is unique in that it is home to several of the state’s largest employers whose employees travel from a large geographic area into the city each day.  Passenger rail service would be vital to maintaining and enhancing that workforce, while likewise creating a hub of activity within our city serving as a catalyst further local, economic development.  As the county seat of Jackson County, Pascagoula is situated half way between the City of Mobile and the next proposed stop of Biloxi.  

While we have witnessed magnificent successes stories of recovery along the coast, we are presently faced with a unique opportunity to bring many more tourists and visitors to our region.  Restoration of the passenger rail would be instrumental in furthering the revitalization of the coastal region and particularly the City of Pascagoula, as one of the hardest hit areas on the coast whose struggles continue to this day. It would certainly be an asset in the development and expansion of our state’s One Coast regional tourism efforts. 

Since 2005, passenger rail service has been absent from New Orleans east across coastal Mississippi, Alabama and the panhandle of Florida.  Meanwhile, highway and airway transportation have become more costly and congested, thereby impacting our regional and statewide economic potential.

You have consistently been not only a friend to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and the City of Pascagoula, but one of our greatest ambassadors.  On behalf of the City of Pascagoula and the Mississippi Gulf Coast region, we ask for your support and assistance in helping make the restoration of the Gulf Coast passenger rail service a reality. 
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Harry “Jim” Blevins
Mayor


	Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to authorize the Mayor to execute a letter asking the Governor and Lt. Govenor for their support and assistance in helping make the restoration of the Gulf Coast passenger rail service a reality.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 9-8-15)

						*****

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to close the meeting for the purpose of determining the need for an executive session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.

*****

	Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing potential litigation.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Council then began the executive session.
*****
	Councilman Hill made a motion to close the executive session and return to open session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.
*****

No action was taken in executive session.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
*****
	After closing remarks, Councilman Tipton made a motion to recess until Tuesday, September 15, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.

The meeting ended at 7:28 p.m.

							APPROVE:


							___________________________________ 
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________ 
Carol Groen, Chief Deputy City Clerk
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