RECESSED REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2015, AT 3:00 P.M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Monday, August 31, 2015, at 3:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins – arrived at 3:47 p.m.
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr.
Councilman Scott Tipton

Councilman David Tadlock was absent.

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Asst. City Clerk Brenda J. Reed
City Clerk/Comptroller Bobby Parker

***** 
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting today to discuss the proposed FY 2016 budget.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jackson.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Pickett.

***** 
	Joe Huffman, City Manager, and Bobby Parker, City Clerk/Comptroller, provided information to the Council regarding several items related to the proposed budget.

(Councilwoman Simkins arrived at 3:47 p.m.)

Some of the topics considered were as follows:

COLA

A general discussion was held regarding this item.  Mr. Huffman will meet with the Executive Management Team and review the matter.

UTILITY RATES

A general discussion was held regarding this item.  It was noted the Jackson County Utility Authority will vote on the increase at its meeting on September 28, 2015.


[bookmark: _GoBack]After comments, Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to adopt a proposed utility rate increase as shown below and as recommended by Bobby Parker, City Clerk/Comptroller.

________________________________________________________________________________________
	City of Pascagoula

	Utility Rate Increase Analysis

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Proposed
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	Increase
	Proposed
	 
	 Revised  

	 
	
	Current
	to be 
	New
	 
	Annual

	 
	
	Monthly
	Segregated
	Monthly
	Number of
	Revenue

	 
	
	Demand
	for Debt
	Demand
	Customers
	from

	 
	
	Fee
	Service
	Fee
	(8/4/15)
	Demand Fees

	Water 
	 
	 $                     5.20 
	 $                     2.25 
	 $                     7.45 
	                      8,650 
	$   773,310 

	Sewer
	 
	 $                     6.24 
	 $                     7.65 
	 $                  13.89 
	                      7,699 
	$1,283,186 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Revised annual revenue from Demand Fees
	
	
	$2,056,496 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Current annual revenue from Demand Fees
	
	
	 1,116,224 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Increased Demand Fee revenue
	
	
	
	     940,272 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Needed for debt service
	
	
	
	     475,125 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Available to cover other costs
	
	
	
	$  465,147 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



(It was pointed out by Mr. Parker that the proposed rate modification would result in an increase of 22.4% in an average customer’s bill.)

The motion was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “NAY”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “NAY”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 8-31-15)


SALES TAX INFORMATION

A handout was provided to the Council and brief comments were made by Mr. Parker.

***** 
	Mayor Blevins commented on several requests he has received from businesses and individuals regarding the designation of a “quiet zone” in Pascagoula.  This is due to the noise factor related to the train that travels through Pascagoula.

	Mayor Blevins also requested that Mr. Huffman review the concept currently being used for Arts on the Avenue to determine if there is a better way to utilize the building.

***** 
	Mr. Parker stated that the budget hearing will be held on Tuesday, September 8, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.
***** 
	Mr. Huffman provided the Council with tokens which will be distributed during the Singing River Yacht Club Tennis Tournament scheduled for September 11-13, 2015.

***** 
	There being no further business to come before the Council today, Councilman Hill made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”  Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

The meeting ended at 4:45 p.m.

							APPROVED:

							__________________________________ 
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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