[bookmark: _GoBack]RECESSED REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2015, AT 8:00 A.M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Tuesday, August 25, 2015, at 8:00 a.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins (arrived at 8:08 a.m.)
Councilman David Tadlock
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr. (arrived at 8:02 a.m.)
Councilman Scott Tipton

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Asst. City Clerk Brenda J. Reed
City Clerk/Comptroller Bobby Parker

***** 
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting today to discuss the proposed FY 2016 budget.  The invocation was given by Councilman Hill.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Tadlock.

(Councilman Pickett arrived at 8:02 a.m.)
***** 
	Mayor Blevins commented on “Pascagoula Night” at the Biloxi Shuckers baseball game at MGM Park last night.  He stated the game was well attended and it was a fun event.

***** 
(Councilwoman Simkins arrived at 8:08 a.m.)
***** 
	Joe Huffman, City Manager, and Bobby Parker, City Clerk/Comptroller, discussed several budget matters which were continued from the last session.  Mr. Parker stated he felt the proposed FY 2016 budget is good.  He also advised the bond funds must be encumbered in the three-year period and not actually spent.  Mr. Huffman recommended placing as much of the BP money as possible into the fund balance.  Mr. Huffman and Mr. Parker reviewed handouts and answered questions from the Council.  Some of the items discussed were:

· COLA – City employees:

-After discussion regarding a proposed COLA, a review of COLA history, and a COLA survey of other municipalities, Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve a 1.5% COLA increase for permanent full-time City employees for FY 2016.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Blevins.  Additional comments were made and additional information was requested by some of the councilmembers.  Thereafter, the motion received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “NAY”.  Councilmen Hill “NAY”, Jackson “NAY”, Pickett “NAY”, Simkins “NAY”, Tadlock “NAY”, and Tipton “NAY”.  (Failed 8-25-15)

· Library financial support:

-Reviewed support for fiscal years 2011-2015

· Electricity cost projections:

-Discussed raising the FY2016 projections by 15%.

· Utility Rates:

-Discussion of the percentage of increase needed to the City’s sewer treatment rate in anticipation of the Jackson County Utility Authority’s rate increase.  Councilwoman Simkins requested information on when JCUA will be voting on the increase.

· Funding requests:

-Recommended development of guidelines to aid Council on funding requests – several were mentioned who have received past funding.
-Agreed to support the Maritime Museum $15,000.00/year for three (3) years
-Agreed to support the LaPointe Krebs Foundation $15,271.00 for one (1) year - 
(to be used for security lighting)
***** 
(Councilman Tadlock left the meeting at 9:10 a.m.)

***** 
Mayor Blevins stated that Superintendent Wayne Rodolfich has notified him that the school district will not request a millage increase for next year.  There will, however, be an increase in the City’s utility rates to provide funds for debt service and recapture JCUA rate increases.
***** 
Councilman Jackson requested sales tax information for the last three years for municipalities in this area.
***** 
Mayor Blevins requested that the Council direct any questions regarding the budget to the City Manager for his review as soon as possible.  The Council agreed to meet on Monday, August 31, 2015, at 3:00 p.m. to discuss the budget.

***** 
It was noted that the public hearing on the budget will be held on Tuesday, September 8, 2015.  Also, a special meeting will be held at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 1, 2015, to discuss Market Street improvement priorities.  The regular Council meeting will follow at 6:00 p.m.
***** 

	After discussion and there being no further business to come before the Council today, Councilman Hill made a motion to recess the meeting until Monday, August 31, 2015, at 3:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”  Tadlock “ABSENT”, Pickett “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

The meeting ended at 10:06 a.m.

							APPROVED:

							__________________________________ 
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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