RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2015, AT 6:00 P. M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Tuesday, July 21, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins
Councilman David Tadlock 
Councilman Scott Tipton 

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Assistant City Clerk Brenda J. Reed

Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr. was absent.
City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker was absent.

*****
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jackson.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Tadlock.  

*****
	Opening remarks were given by several councilmembers.  Councilman Jackson commented on the productive Strategic Plan sessions held recently.  Mayor Blevins stated the sessions have had a diversified group in attendance and he thanked the community for all their support and input.  Councilman Tadlock and Councilwoman Simkins commented on the painted utility boxes throughout the City.  Councilman Hill encouraged everyone to practice safety in the hot weather.  

Mayor Blevins advised there have been two new businesses to open since the last Council meeting.  He recognized Joe Huffman, City Manager, who served this past year as president of the Rotary Club.  Mayor Blevins stated that Mr. Huffman did a great job and thanked him for his involvement in the community.  He also noted that the City has received the final FEMA payment for Hurricane Katrina.  The Council congratulated the Pascagoula Dixie Youth 10 year old and 12 year old all stars who have won the State Championships and will be representing Pascagoula and the State of Mississippi at the World Series in Lexington, SC. 

*****
	Senator Brice Wiggins addressed the Council and gave an update on the last legislative session.  He provided the Council with the following handouts:
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	The Council thanked Senator Wiggins for attending the meeting tonight and sharing the information from the last legislative session. 

*****
	Jennifer Kaup addressed the Council regarding a sponsorship of $400.00 for the Pascagoula Kiwanis Club 6th Annual Bowling Tournament for the Dream Program of Jackson County and other local charities.  The event will be held on Monday, July 27, 2015, at Spanish Trail Lanes, Gautier, MS.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve a sponsorship of $400.00 to advertise the resources of the City of Pascagoula for the Pascagoula Kiwanis Club 6th Annual Bowling Tournament for the Dream Program of Jackson County and other local charities.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

*****
	Mayor Blevins recognized the participants of the Paint Pascagoula Project.  A picture presentation of the painted utility boxes located throughout the City was also given.  The Council congratulated and thanked the participants for a job well done.

The participants who received a certificate are as follows:

· Teresa Casey
· Becky Hart
· Brenda Kitchens
· Jusmine Laxa
· Nicholas Martin
· Suzanne Nelson
· Cindy Rancier
· Charles Yeager
· Karah Younger

*****
	Councilman Hill recognized the participants of the 2015 Urban Youth Corps and presented them with certificates.

The participants who received a certificate are as follows:

· Cameron Shoemo
· Timothy Williams
· Oliver Halthon
· Rachel Jacobson
· John Dubose

Joe Huffman, City Manager, advised that this year the City was awarded $35,000.00 by the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) for the Urban Youth Corps Program.  Some of the tasks the group worked on this summer are as follows:

· assisted with the installation of Live Oak trees and Slash Pine trees 
· assisted the Beautification Department with citywide route and facility beautification 
· learned about landscaping and basic environmental stewardship skills 
· visited City of Pascagoula and Jackson County offices
· attending a financial management skills training session on Thursday

Kevin Hall, Maintenance & Beautification Director, stated this has been a great group to work with this summer and thanked them for their hard work in the program.

***** 
	Kenneth Hall, 912 Sarrazin Avenue, addressed the Council regarding a drainage matter on Sarrazin and provided handouts to everyone.  Mr. Hall was very concerned that an area resident on the street built a driveway on a City easement which has caused a drainage problem.  Eddie Williams, City Attorney, Jaci Turner, City Engineer, and a representative from Compton Engineering, Inc. have checked the problem and agree that there is a significant drainage issue that needs attention in this area.  The sidewalk is also starting to collapse.  They are working on a solution.  Mayor Blevins thanked Mr. Hall for bringing this matter to the Council’s attention and requested that he contact the City Manager, City Attorney, or him on further issues regarding the drainage problem on Sarrazin.

***** 
	A public hearing for property cleanup was held for 3611 Frederic Street.  This matter was continued from the Council meeting of July 7, 2015.  Donovan Scruggs, City Planner, advised that Charles Petty, owner, has not been in contact with him regarding the property nor provided the requested documentation.  Mr. Scruggs stated he sent a letter to Mr. Petty and a copy was submitted to the clerk tonight for the record.  The staff recommended adoption of the Resolution.  

After comments, the Council considered the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, by order dated April 7, 2015, this Council authorized giving notice to the owners of the parcel of land listed in Exhibit A of a hearing before this Council at 6:00 P.M., May 5, 2015, to determine whether the parcel listed is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the community; and
WHEREAS, notice of the hearing has been given in the manner and time required by law; and
WHEREAS, this matter was continued at the May 5, 2015, meeting until July 7, 2015; and
WHEREAS, this matter was continued at the July 7, 2015, meeting until July 21, 2015; and
WHEREAS, the Council has received evidence from the staff of the City as to the condition of the parcel listed and the owners have been given an opportunity to be heard; and
	WHEREAS, we find that the parcel of land listed in the exhibit is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of this community:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  That the parcel of land listed in Exhibit A is hereby found and determined to be in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the community.
SECTION 2.  That, if the parcel is not cleaned by the owners within seven days of this date, the City Manager, by use of City personnel or a private contractor, shall have the parcel cleaned by removing any dilapidated buildings thereon, removing any standing water, by cutting any excess vegetation thereon, and by removing rubbish and debris.  Thereafter, this Council shall adjudicate the actual cost of cleaning the parcel and such costs shall be an assessment against the parcel.
EXHIBIT A
Tax Parcel Number		Owner(s)       		         		Described at the following
and 			and 		   	         		Jackson County, MS,
Property Address		Mailing Address	         		Deed Books and Pages

41700422.000			Charles J. Petty, III			Deed Book 1193, Book 823
3611 Frederic			3718 Riverwood Drive
				Moss Point, MS  39563
					AND
				Marguerite A. Colle
				3718 Riverwood Drive
				Moss Point, MS  39563
(Footnote 1)

PARTIES WITH INTEREST

Footnote 1:	- Beatrice Overby, 65 Fairwood Drive, Ocean Springs, MS  39564


The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Tadlock, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 21st day of July 2015.

***** 

The consent agenda was considered at this time:

The first items for consideration were minutes of the recessed regular Council meeting of June 30, 2015, and the regular Council meeting of July 7, 2015, as recommended Brenda Reed, Asst. City Clerk.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to adopt and approve minutes of the recessed regular Council meeting of June 30, 2015, and the regular Council meeting of July 7, 2015, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

*****
Minutes of the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority meeting of June 11, 2015, were acknowledged by the Council.
*****
Minutes of the Pascagoula Recreation Commission meeting of June 3, 2015, were acknowledged by the Council.
*****
	The next item for consideration was a recommendation from the Pascagoula Recreation Commission to allocate up to $5,000.00 for dog park amenities, including additional drinking fountains, from the hotel tax fund as presented by Darcie Crew, Parks and Recreation Director.  

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the recommendation from the Pascagoula Recreation Commission to allocate up to $5,000.00 for dog park amenities, including additional drinking fountains, from the hotel tax fund as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

*****
	The next item for consideration was a request to advertise the resources of the City through the Mississippi Gulf Coast Blues Commission 24th Annual Blues and Heritage Festival with a Bronze Package for $500.00 as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  The event will be held on September 12, 2015.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to advertise the resources of the City through the Mississippi Gulf Coast Blues Commission 24th Annual Blues and Heritage Festival with a Bronze Package for $500.00 as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  
(Approved 7-21-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
	The next item for consideration was the renewal of flood insurance for the Round Island Lighthouse with Wright National Flood Insurance as recommended by Jeane Bull, Asst. Comptroller.  The premium amount is $1,997.00 and a manual check was requested for timely payment.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the renewal of flood insurance for the Round Island Lighthouse with Wright National Flood Insurance as recommended and authorize a manual check for $1,997.00.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
	The next item for consideration was an Ordinance to amend various sections and subsections of the Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 1-2009, contained in Appendix C of the Code of Ordinances, as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.

The Ordinance is spread on the minutes as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 7-2015
CITY OF PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS AND SUBSECTIONS OF ORDINANCE 1-2009, CONTAINED IN APPENDIX “C” TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA AS FOLLOWS:  AMEND ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS, TO DELETE THEREFROM THE DEFINITION OF THE TERM “COASTAL AE ZONE”; TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION OF “FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT FACILITY” TO DELETE REFERENCE TO PROCESSING FUNCTIONS, SALES, ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS, OR SERVICE FACILITIES AS BEING EXCLUDED FROM THE DEFINITION OF FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT FACILITY; AND TO ADD A PROVISION FOR LIMITED VARIANCES FOR FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT USES; AMEND ARTICLE 5. PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD RESTRICTIONS, SECTION B. SPECIFIC STANDARDS, SUBSECTION (2) NONRESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION, TO DELETE REFERENCE TO COASTAL AE ZONES; AMEND ARTICLE 5. PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION, SECTION B. SPECIFIC STANDARDS. SUBSECTION (3) ELEVATED BUILDINGS, SUBSECTION c. TO PROVIDE THAT THE INTERIOR PORTION OF SUCH ENCLOSED AREA SHALL NOT EXCEED 299 SQUARE FEET; AMEND ARTICLE 5. PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION, SECTION B. SPECIFIC STANDARDS. SUBSECTION (4) STANDARDS FOR MANUFACTURED HOMES AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES. SUBSECTION c. TO ADD A SUBSECTION (iv) PROVIDING THAT ALL RECREATIONAL VEHICLES SHALL BE PROPERLY PERMITTED BY THE CITY; AMEND ARTICLE 5. PROVISION FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION. SECTION E. COASTAL HIGH HAZARD AREAS. TO DELETE REFERENCE TO COASTAL AE ZONES; AMEND ARTICLE 5. SECTION E. COASTAL HIGH HAZARD AREAS. SUBSECTION (5) TO PROVIDE THAT BREAK-AWAY WALL ENCLOSURES WILL NOT EXCEED 299 SQUARE FEET; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND, FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  Article 2.  Definitions.  Is amended as follows:
Coastal AE Zone is deleted in its entirety.  
Functionally dependent facility means a facility which cannot be used for its intended purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, such as docking or port facilities necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, ship building, ship repair, or seafood off-loading facilities.  The term does not include long-term storage and related manufacturing.  Under limited circumstances, variances may be issued for functionally dependent uses provided that the structure is protected by methods that minimize flood damage during the base flood and there are no additional threats to public safety.
SECTION 2.  Article 5.  Provisions for flood hazard reduction.  Is amended as follows: 
Section B.  Specific Standards, Subsection (2).
Nonresidential Construction.  New construction or substantial improvement of any commercial, industrial, or nonresidential building not classified as functionally dependent shall have the lowest floor, including the basement, elevated to no lower than 1 foot above the elevation stipulated by the Pascagoula Floodplain Management Map.  Nonresidential structures which are not located in V zones may be flood proofed in lieu of being elevated, provided that all areas of the building below the elevation stipulated for that parcel by the Pascagoula Floodplain Management Map are water tight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water, and use structural components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the effect of buoyancy.  A registered professional engineer or architect shall certify that the standards of this sub-section are satisfied.  Such certification shall be provided to the building official as set forth in Article 4, Section C (9).
Section B. Specific Standards, Subsection (3).
Elevated Buildings, Subsection (c).  The interior portion of such enclosed area shall not exceed 299 square feet nor be partitioned or finished into separate rooms.  
Section B. Specific Standards, Subsection (4).
Standards for Manufactured Homes and Recreational Vehicles, Subsection c.  All recreational vehicles placed on sites must either: 
(i) be fully licensed and ready for highway use; or 
(ii) the recreational vehicle must meet all the requirements for new construction, including the anchoring and elevation requirements of Article 5, Section B. (4)(a) or (b)(i) through (iii) above, or be on site for fewer than 180 consecutive days.  
(iii) A recreational vehicle is ready for hire or use if it is on wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security devices, and has no permanently attached additions.
(iv) All recreational vehicles shall be properly permitted by the City.
Section E. Coastal High Hazards Areas.  
Within areas of special flood hazard established in Article 3, Section B. are coastal high hazard areas, designated as zones V1- - V30.   These areas shall have special flood hazards associated with high velocity waters from surges; therefore, in addition to meeting all other provisions in this ordinance, the following provisions shall also apply:
(1) All new construction and substantial improvements in coastal high hazard areas shall be elevated on pilings or columns so that:
a. The bottom of the lowest horizontal structural member of the lowest floor (excluding the pilings or columns) is elevated a minimum of one foot above the elevation stipulated for that parcel by the Pascagoula Floodplain Management Map.
b. The pile or column foundation and structure attached thereto is anchored to resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement due to the effects of wind and water loads acting simultaneously on all building components.  Wind and water loading values shall each have a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in a given year (100-year mean recurrence interval).
(2) A registered professional engineer or architect shall develop or review the structural design, specifications and plans for the construction, and shall certify that the design and methods of construction to be used are in accordance with accepted standards of practice for meeting the provisions of this ordinance.
(3) Obtain the elevation (in relation to mean sea level) of the bottom of the lowest structural member of the lowest floor (excluding pilings and columns) of all new and substantially improved structures in coastal high hazard areas.  The building official shall maintain a record of all such information.
(4) All new construction shall be located landward of the reach of mean high tide.
(5) Provide that all new construction and substantial improvements have the space below the lowest floor either free of obstruction or constructed with non-supporting breakaway walls, open wood lattice-work, or insect screening intended to collapse under wind and water loads without causing collapse, displacement, or other structural damage to the elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation system.  For the purpose of this section, a breakaway wall shall have a design safe loading resistance of not less than ten and no more than 20 pounds per square foot.  Breakaway wall enclosures will not exceed 299 square feet.  Use of breakaway walls that exceed a design safe loading resistance of 20 pounds per square foot (either by design or when so required by city codes) may be permitted only if a registered professional engineer or architect certifies that the designs proposed meet the following conditions:
a. Breakaway wall collapse shall result from water load less than that which would occur during the base flood; and
b. The elevated portion of the building and supporting foundation system shall not be subject to collapse, displacement, or other structural damage due to the effects of wind and water loads acting simultaneously on all building components (structural and nonstructural).  Maximum wind and water loading values to be used in the determination shall each have a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.
(6) If breakaway walls are utilized, such enclosed space shall be usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage.  Such space shall not be used for human habitation.
(7) Prohibit the use of fill for structural support of buildings.
(8) Prohibit manmade alteration of sand dunes that would increase potential flood damage.
(9) All manufactured homes to be placed or substantially improved within coastal high hazard areas on sites:
a. Outside of a manufactured home park or subdivision;
b. In a new manufactured home park or subdivision;
c. In an expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision; or 
d. In an existing manufactured home park or subdivision on which a manufactured home has incurred “substantial damage” as the result of a flood shall meet the standards of Article 5, Section E (1) through (8) and that manufactured homes placed or substantially improved on other sites in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision within coastal high hazard areas meet the requirements of Article 5, Section B (4)(a) through (b).
(10) Recreational vehicles placed on a site within coastal high hazard areas shall either:
a. Be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days;
b. Be fully licensed and ready for highway use, on its wheels or jacking system, be attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security devices, and have no permanently attached additions; or
c. Meet the requirements of Article 4, Section B. (permit procedures) and Article 5, Sections B. and E. 
SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law.

The above Ordinance was introduced in writing by Councilman Jackson, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins voted “AYE”, Councilman Hill voted “AYE”, Councilman Jackson voted “AYE”, Councilman Pickett “ABSENT”, Councilwoman Simkins voted “AYE”, Councilman Tadlock voted “AYE”, and Councilman Tipton voted “AYE”.  

Passed this the 21st day of July, 2015.

								APPROVED:

								/s/ Harry J. Blevins______________ 
								Harry J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ Brenda J. Reed_________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk

( S E A L )

*****
	The year-to-date revenue and expenditure reports for June 2015 were filed by Jeane Bull, Assistant Comptroller, and acknowledged by the Council.

*****

	The next item for consideration was authorization to advertise a Request for Proposals for planning services to update the City’s 2010 Comprehensive Plan as recommended by Donovan Scruggs, City Planner.  

Additional information is spread on the minutes as follows:

[image: ]
	Councilman Jackson made a motion to authorize the City Clerk to advertise for a Request for Proposals for planning services to update the City’s 2010 Comprehensive Plan as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

*****
	Next for consideration was authorization to advertise for a Request for Proposals for the replacement of the Public Safety software vendor as recommended by Brent Gager, Police Department.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to authorize the City Clerk to advertise for a Request for Proposals for the replacement of the Public Safety software vendor as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”. (Approved 7-21-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
	Next for consideration was an Order authorizing the City Manager to approve banner placements as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.

The Order is spread on the minutes as follows:

ORDER AUTHORIZING BANNER PLACEMENTS

WHEREAS, from time to time, various organizations, including City departments, appear before the City Council for the purpose of requesting permission to display banners and signs advertising certain events in the City; and
WHEREAS, these requests tend to be somewhat time consuming and necessitate a good deal of paperwork on behalf of the City Officials; and
WHEREAS, attached to this order as an exhibit, is a comprehensive list of various events and activities for which banner placements have been requested in the past; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the list and finds that the banner requests for these various activities should be granted as the need arises:
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  The City Manager is authorized and directed to grant banner requests for the events listed on the attached exhibit.
SECTION 2.  The City Manager shall advise any and all parties requesting such banner placements that no banners may be placed at any location in the City advertising such events sooner than two weeks prior to the event.  The City Manager shall also advise the requesting parties that all banners or signs, as the case may be, must be removed no later than forty-eight hours after the close of the event in question.  
SECTION 3.  No further action by the City Council will be required for the purpose of allowing these banner requests.  Should the City Manager, in his discretion, determine that a banner request should be denied, then in such event, the requesting party shall have a right to appeal that decision to the City Council for further consideration thereof.  Any and all appeals must be in writing and presented to the City Clerk in a timely manner so as to allow the same to be placed on the Council agenda for consideration.
SECTION 4.  If a request to place banners or signs is made by a person or organization, other than a City Official, that is not listed on the attached exhibit, such request must come before the Council for approval.

The exhibit is spread on the minutes as follows:
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The above Order was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 21st day of July, 2015.

*****
	The next item for consideration was a request to approve letters of appreciation recognition to Senator Thad Cochran, Senator Roger Wicker, and Congressman Steven Palazzo as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  This is in recognition of the FY 2014 CLG Grant for the Historic Pathway Signage Project.  The CLG Grant Program is administered by the National Park Service and the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.  

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the letters of appreciation recognition to Senator Thad Cochran, Senator Roger Wicker, and Congressman Steven Palazzo in appreciation of the FY 2014 CLG Grant for the Historic Pathway Signage Project as recommended and authorize the Mayor to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****

The following new business items were considered at this time:

	The first item for consideration was advertising the resources of the City through the Zonta Club of Pascagoula for the 38th Annual Arts & Crafts Festival in the Downtown Plaza on October 3, 2015, as presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  Mr. Williams advised the Council approved $1,500.00 in 2013.  The City is given legal authority to provide support to this group by Section 21-17-1, a non-profit corporation that has qualified as a 501(c)(3).

	Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve $1,500.00 to advertise the resources of the City through the Zonta Club of Pascagoula – 38th Annual Arts & Crafts Festival in the Downtown Plaza as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

*****
	The next item for consideration was advertising the resources of the City through the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Alabama-Mississippi Chapter, Dinner of Champions honoring Jerry St. Pe as presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  The event will be held on August 27, 2015, at the Beau Rivage.  Individual tickets are $150.00 and a Table (of ten) Sponsor is $1,500.00.

	After comments, Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve advertising the resources of the City through the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Alabama-Mississippi Chapter, Dinner of Champions, up to $1,500.00 (Table Sponsor) based on the number of City officials who will be attending the event.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

*****

The next item for consideration was the Order for the docket of claims for July 21, 2015, as follows:

[image: ]

The above Order was introduced by Councilman Tipton, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 21st day of July, 2015.

*****
	Mayor Blevins advised that the Council is considering an ordinance prohibiting smoking in City parks and playgrounds.  He commented on placing signs at Beach Park and I. G. Levy Park to begin the awareness, if an ordinance is adopted.  He also stated the budget process has begun and will be finalized in early September.

	Councilwoman Simkins noted the library parking lot is currently being repaved.  Jackson County is assisting the City with this project.

*****

	Councilman Hill made a motion to close the meeting for the purpose of determining the need for an executive session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.

*****

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to go into executive for the purpose of discussing potential litigation.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”, after which the Mayor announced to the public and those in attendance that the Council had voted to go into executive session for the purpose stated herein.  The Council then began the executive session.

*****
	During executive session, Eddie Williams, City Attorney, provided an update on a matter regarding Section 42 tax issues with Jackson County, which includes Pascagoula and the Pascagoula-Gautier School District.  Mr. Williams requested permission from the City Council to officially communicate with the Pascagoula-Gautier School Board of Trustees at their next meeting on Monday, August 10, 2015, to request their participation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	After comments, Councilman Jackson made a motion authorizing Eddie Williams, City Attorney, to attend and officially communicate with the Pascagoula-Gautier School Board of Trustees at their meeting on Monday, August 10, 2015, to discuss the Section 42 tax issues and request participation with the City of Pascagoula regarding the matter.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-21-15)

*****
	Councilman Hill made a motion to end the executive session and return to open session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.

*****
	Mayor Blevins announced that the next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 4, 2015, and a budget meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 6, 2015.

*****

	There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilman Hill made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “ABSENT”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.

The meeting ended at 7:45 p.m.

							APPROVED:


							________________________________ 
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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