RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2015, AT 2:00 P.M.
PASCAGOULA SENIOR CENTER
1912 LIVE OAK AVENUE
PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at the Pascagoula Senior Center in a recessed regular meeting on Monday, June 8, 2015, at 2:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr.
Councilman David Tadlock – arrived at 2:03 p.m.
Councilman Scott Tipton

Councilwoman Brenda Simkins - absent

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Asst. City Clerk Brenda J. Reed
City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker

Members of the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority (PRA):

Henry Fox, PRA Chairman
Jim Estabrook
Alice Walker
Taylor McNeel, PRA Attorney

Others:

Jen Dearman, Executive Dir. – PRA/Pascagoula Community and Economic Dev. Dir.
LaLinda Grace, Pascagoula Economic Development Specialist
Anne Pitre, Pascagoula Public Relations Specialist

*****

Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Pickett.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Tipton.  

*****

	Mayor Blevins commented on two special events he attended last weekend.  Mayor Blevins stated that James Smith, Pascagoula native, was ordained to the priesthood on Saturday in Biloxi.  He also presented a proclamation on Sunday to Father Mike Kelleher who is celebrating 50 years in the priesthood.  He advised there are a lot of great things going on in Pascagoula and encouraged everyone to participate.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Anne Pitre, Public Relations Specialist, advised that “Blues at the Beach” and “Movie Night under the Stars” will be held this Friday night.  There are also various camps for children offered through the City of Pascagoula.

***** 

Tripp Muldrow, Arnett Muldrow & Associates, Greenville, SC, provided the Council with an update and Power Point presentation of preliminary findings on the Market Study for Pascagoula.  

The Power Point presentation is spread on the minutes as follows:

Pascagoula, Mississippi 
Market Study Update Preliminary Findings
June 8, 2015

Today’s Presentation

•Input Summary 
•Zip Code Results 
•Market Definition 
•Trade Area Definition 
•Retail Leakage Study 
•Preliminary Observations 


Input Summary Challenges 

•Very strong concerns about attracting residents to the community 
•While retail occupancy has increased – some losses have taken place 
•Quality of retail is not high – loan store on key corner 
•Frustration with lack of progress on Riverfront 
•Need better relationship between Ingalls and the City of Pascagoula 
•Some confusion as to who does what – PRA, Economic Development, Main Street. 


Input Summary Opportunities (2010) 

•Redevelopment of South Chipley 

•Look at development north of the bridge 
•Hospital/Highway 90 Development 
•Connect downtown to waterfront 
•Ecotourism, river, Federal Lands need to be marketed. 
•Recruit engineers out of college to live here. 
•Artists/galleries 
•Brumfield building 


Market Analysis - Zip Code Survey 

•Survey Held April 22-May 1 (March 5-12) 
•21 Participants tallied (15) 
–17 retailers - 4 restaurants 
•878 Recorded Visits (1377) 
•73 Unique American Zip Codes (76) 
•19 States (13) 
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	A question and answer session was held regarding the presentation.  After comments, Mayor Blevins stated we need to be aggressive in Pascagoula and consider taking some risks.  The Council thanked Tripp Muldrow for the update on the Market Study.

***** 

	Henry Fox, PRA Chairman, reviewed and briefly discussed the next steps for 2016 with the Council.

The PRA memo is spread on the minutes as follows:

[image: ]
General discussion was held regarding the Jackson County Utility Authority, riverfront development, the old Hancock Bank property, proposed legislation to establish Community Redevelopment Areas with new construction, and etc.

Brief comments were also made regarding the urban renewal map which is spread on the minutes as follows:
[image: ]
***** 

	At this time, Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director, reviewed the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority 2014-2015 Annual Report with the City Council.  


The report is spread on the minutes as follows:
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After brief comments, Councilman Tadlock made a motion to accept the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority 2014-2015 Annual Report, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 6-8-15)

***** 

	Mayor Blevins thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting, the informative presentations, and good discussion.
***** 

	There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilman Hill made a motion to recess until Tuesday, June 16, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

The meeting ended at 4:03 p.m.

							APPROVED:


							___________________________________ 
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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