RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015, AT 5:00 P. M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI
The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Thursday, March 12, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:
Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr.
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins
Councilman David Tadlock
Councilman Scott Tipton 

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assistant City Clerk Brenda J. Reed
City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker

*****
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Tadlock.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Pickett.  
*****
	Councilwoman Simkins announced that on Friday, March 13, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria at Pascagoula High School there will be ceremony for Senquez Golson recognizing his contributions to this community, the University of Mississippi, and athletics and sportsmanship nationwide.  She invited everyone to attend.

	Mayor Blevins thanked Councilwoman Simkins for her work in coordinating the ceremony for Mr. Golson.  He also commented on the Hall of Fame ceremony sponsored by the Pascagoula Athletic Foundation which was held on Wednesday, March 11, 2015.  Twenty men and women from both Pascagoula and Carver High Schools were named, and they will officially be inducted into the Hall of Fame at a banquet on June 20, 2015, at the Hilton Garden Inn in Pascagoula.  Mayor Blevins also noted there are several upcoming events in the City and encouraged everyone to participate.
*****
The consent agenda was considered at this time:

	The first item was a request to retroactively approve advertising the resources of the City through the purchase of a plaque for Senquez Golson as recommended by Joe Huffman, City Manager.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve the request to retroactively approve advertising the resources of the City through the purchase of a plaque for Senquez Golson as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 3-12-15)

*****
	The next item for consideration was a request to retroactively approve advertising the resources of the City through the purchase of plaques as recommended by Joe Huffman, City Manager.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve the request to retroactively approve advertising the resources of the City through the purchase of plaques as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 3-12-15)

*****
	The next item for consideration was a request to approve advertising the resources of the City for $2,500.00 through the Jackson County Historical and Genealogical Society with La Pointe-Krebs Foundation for the Fete La Pointe 2015 Gala as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  The event will be held on April 17, 2015.  The Jackson County Historical and Genealogical Society is a non-profit corporation that has qualified as a 501(c)(3) organization.  Melanie Moore, Fete La Pointe Co-Chairman and La Pointe-Krebs Foundation Board member, briefly commented on the event and progress of the museum.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve the request to advertise the resources of the City for $2,500.00 through the Jackson County Historical and Genealogical Society as recommended and authorize a manual check.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 3-12-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

*****
	The next item for consideration was a request to advertise the resources of the City for $200.00 through the Pascagoula High School Dugout Club 2015 baseball season for a full page program ad as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  The City is given legal authority to provide support by Section 17-3-1, Mississippi Code of 1972.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve the request to advertise the resources of the City for $200.00 through the Pascagoula High School Dugout Club 2015 baseball season for a full page ad as recommended and authorize a manual check.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 3-12-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
	The next item for consideration was a request for retroactive approval to submit the 2016 DUI Grant application to the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  This is for the 2016 funding cycle which runs from October 1, 2015, to September 30, 2016.  The funding will be approximately $50,000.00 and no match is required.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve the request to retroactively approve  the submission of the 2016 DUI Grant application to the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Simkins and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 3-12-15)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
*****
The following new business matter was considered at this time:

	Mayor Blevins then advised a discussion would be held about the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and proposed referendum for recreational improvements.  Several members of the Recreation Commission were in attendance tonight.  Jimmy Colmer and Fred White addressed the Council regarding this matter and offered comments and suggestions. 

Several factors were discussed during the meeting which included:

· Site location options - (in town/edge of town)
· Recreation improvements - (what is needed – consider the youth and what is best for the City of Pascagoula for the future)
· Hiring a consultant to review and provide an up-to-date business analysis of Master Plan
· Current costs involved
· Information was received regarding recreational complexes in other municipalities and counties.
· Election time frames – last date for assistance by Jackson County Election Commission – May 19, 2015
· Develop a plan


(Councilman Tadlock left the meeting at 6:00 p.m.)

	After a lengthy discussion between the Council, Recreation Commission, and Darcie Crew, Parks and Recreation Director, Councilman Tipton advised he would like the Council to move forward and hold the special election for the referendum on Tuesday, May 19, 2015, which is the last date for assistance by the Jackson County Election Commission.  Members of the Recreation Commission indicated that this would be sufficient time to promote the referendum.  Ms. Crew stated they would like to have the project include five baseball fields, five softball fields, 1-2 pee wee football fields, soccer lighting, and some amenities.  In conclusion, the Council agreed to discuss this matter further at the recessed meeting of March 17, 2015.  Mayor Blevins encouraged the Council to have an idea of what they want for the improvements project at that meeting.
*****
	Eddie Williams, City Attorney, advised that Mike Slaughter, Slaughter and Associates, Oxford, MS, has contacted him about providing an overview to update the City of Pascagoula’s 2010 Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Williams will contact Mr. Slaughter about attending a future Council meeting.
*****
	Joe Huffman, City Manager, and Mayor Blevins thanked everyone for the discussion tonight and sharing information.  
*****
	Following general comments, Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to recess until Tuesday, March 17, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.







The meeting ended at 7:05 p.m.

							APPROVED:


							______________________________
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor
ATTEST:

____________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
1
