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RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2015, AT 6:00 P. M. 

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI 
 

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed 
regular meeting on Tuesday, February 17, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting 
to order with the following officials present: 

 
Mayor Harry J. Blevins 
Councilman Burt Hill 
Councilman Freddy Jackson  
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr. 
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins 
Councilman Scott Tipton  
 
Councilman David Tadlock was absent. 
 
City Manager Joe Huffman 
City Attorney Eddie Williams 
Assistant City Clerk Brenda J. Reed 
City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker 
 

***** 
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by 

Councilman Jackson.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Tipton.   
 

***** 

Mayor Blevins made some general comments regarding upcoming events and projects in 
Pascagoula.  Some of the Council members commented on the Pascagoula Mardi Gras parade 
last Saturday and the great work by our City employees.  Councilman Jackson congratulated Jen 
Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director for recently receiving the 2015 Ray 
and Jimmy Heidel Economic Development Leadership Award.   
 

***** 

The consent agenda was considered at this time. 
 
 The first items for consideration were minutes of the Special Council meeting and the 
regular Council meeting of February 3, 2015, as recommended by Brenda Reed, Asst. City 
Clerk. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to adopt and approve minutes of the Special 
Council meeting and the regular Council meeting of February 3, 2015, as recommended.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins 
“AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
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***** 

Minutes of the Pascagoula Mayor’s Youth Council meeting of January 26, 2015, were 
acknowledged by the Council. 

***** 

Minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting of November 19, 2014, were 
acknowledged by the Council. 

***** 

Minutes of the Recreation Commission meeting of January 7, 2015, were acknowledged 
by the Council. 

***** 

 The next item for consideration was a request to advertise for proposals for the 4th of July 
fireworks show – 2015, as recommended by Robin Wood, Purchasing Agent. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to authorize the City Clerk to advertise for 
proposals for the 4th of July fireworks show – 2015 as recommeded.  The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen 
Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton 
“AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 

***** 

 Next for consideration was a request to advertise for bids for the Holland Street/Lambert 
Court/Miller Street Drainage Project as recommended by Jaci Turner, City Engineer.  This 
project is planned from the General Fund bond revenue. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to authorize the City Clerk to advertise for bids 
for the Holland Street/Lambert Court/Miller Street Drainage Project as recommended.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins 
“AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 

***** 

The next item for consideration was a request to reject all bids for the Annual Asphalt 
Bid #349 – BB-1 and SC-1 as recommended by Jaci Turner, City Engineer, and authorize the 
City Clerk to re-advertise for bids for Asphalt SC-1 laid in place. 

 
Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to reject all bids for the Annual Asphalt Bid #349 

– BB-1 and SC-1 and re-advertise for bids for Asphalt SC-1 laid in place, as recommended.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins 
“AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 

***** 
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 The next item for consideration was a request for the placement of banners to announce 
the Great American Clean Up 2015 event which will be held on Saturday, March 7, 2015, as 
recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation Director.  The banners will be placed one 
week before the event on the northwest corner of Pascagoula Street and Highway 90, the 
southwest corner of Market Street and Highway 90, the City of Pascagoula welcome sign on 
Telephone Road, and on the northwest corner of Highway 90 in front of Walmart. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the placement of banners for the Great 
American Clean Up 2015 event as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, 
Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  
(Approved 2-17-15) 

***** 

 The next item for consideration was a request to advertise the resources of the City for 
the Great American Clean Up 2015 event which will be held on Saturday, March 7, 2015, as 
recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation Director.  Ms. Crew requested approval for 
the Recreation Department to provide gloves, trash bags, and water in an amount not to exceed 
$200.00 for those volunteering for the event. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the request to advertise the resources 
of the City for the Great American Clean Up 2015 event in an amount not to exceed $200.00 as 
recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following 
vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 
Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 

***** 

 The next item for consideration was a request to place banners announcing the Family 
Camp Out event at Beach Park on Saturday, March 21, 2015, as recommended by Darcie Crew, 
Parks & Recreation Director.  The banners would be placed on the southeast corner of City Park 
Street and Beach Blvd. and on the Washington Street side of Beach Park fencing beginning 
Friday, February 27, 2015, and one week before the event, they would be placed at the major 
intersections throughout the City. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the request to place banners for the 
Family Camp Out event at Beach Park on March 21, 2015, as recommended.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  
Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 

***** 

The next item for consideration was a request to advertise for proposals for the ADA Self 
Evaluation and Transition Plan as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic 
Development Director.   
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Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to authorize the City Clerk to advertise for 
proposals for the ADA Self Evaluation and Transition Plan as recommended.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  
Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 
 

***** 

 The next item for consideration was Budget Modification #13 for the MDA/CDBG Grant 
No. R-103-290-01-KCR for projects including the Riverfront and Streetscape phases, as 
recommended by Jaci Turner, City Engineer.  This budget modification removes the local match 
that was allocated at the time of the bid award and was not needed to complete and close the 
project. 
 

Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve Budget Modification # 13 for the 
MDA/CDBG Grant No. R-103-290-01-KCR as recommended and authorize the City Manager to 
execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received 
the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett 
“AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 
 

***** 

 
Next for consideration was a request to authorize the Mayor to execute a letter for the 

Safe Routes to School Beach Elementary Project as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community 
and Economic Development Director. 
 
The letter is spread on the minutes as follows: 
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 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the Mayor to submit a letter regarding 
the authority to execute for the Safe Routes to School Beach Elementary Project as 
recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following 
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vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 
Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 

***** 

The next item for consideration was the Certified Local Government Program FY 2015 
application for the Pascagoula Century House Program as recommended by Jen Dearman, 
Community and Economic Development Director.  The total cost of the project is $3,900.00, of 
which includes $1,950.00 in grant funding request and $1,950.00 of City funds. 

 
Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the Certified Local Government 

Program FY 2015 application for the Pascagoula Century House Program as recommended and 
authorize the Mayor to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill 
“AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton 
“AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 

***** 

Next for consideration was a request to approve Rider #2 to the existing Complete 
Maintenance Agreement with KONE, Inc., Mobile, AL, to add coverage of the elevator at the 
Police Shooting Range as recommended by Police Chief Kenny Johnson.   
 
Additional information is spread on the minutes as follows: 
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Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve Rider #2 to the existing Complete 

Maintenance Agreement with KONE, Inc., Mobile, AL, to add coverage of the elevator at the 
Police Shooting Range as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related 
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documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  
Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins 
“AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 
 

***** 

The next item for consideration was a Memorandum of Understanding between the U. S. 
Marine Corps Forces, Special Operations Command (MARSOC) and the Pascagoula Police 
Department as recommended by Police Chief Kenny Johnson. 

The MOU is spread on the minutes as follows: 
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 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the MOU with the U.S. Marine Corps 
Forces, Special Operations Command (MARSOC) and the Pascagoula Police Department as 
recommended and authorize the Police Chief to execute the related documents.  The motion was 
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seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  
Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 

***** 

The next item for consideration was a Resolution in support of local and private 
legislation to create Community Redevelopment Areas in the cities of Pascagoula and Gautier 
and other related matters as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney. 

The Resolution is spread on the minutes as follows: 

 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING PASSAGE OF A LOCAL AND PRIVATE 
BILL TO AUTHORIZE THE CITIES OF PASCAGOULA AND GAUTIER 
TO ESTABLISH COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREAS WITHIN 
EXISTING URBAN RENEWAL AREAS IN THE CITIES; TO REQUIRE 
REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUNDS TO BE CREATED FOR SUCH 
AREAS; TO PROVIDE THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH FUNDS IN SUCH 
TRUST FUNDS MAY BE UTILIZED, INCLUDING THE AWARDING OF 
GRANTS TO PRIVATE REAL PROPERTY OWNERS TO PAY THE 
COST OF EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS TO 
PROPERTY IN THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA THAT 
WILL RESULT IN THE IMPROVED APPEARANCE AND 
FUNCTIONALITY OF THE PROPERTY; TO PROVIDE THAT ANY 
INCREASE IN SALES TAXES COLLECTED IN THE COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA AND DIVERTED TO THE 
MUNICIPALITIES SHALL BE DEPOSITED INTO THE 
REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND FOR THE COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA TO FUND THE GRANTS AUTHORIZED 
THEREBY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Pascagoula has partnered with the City of Gautier to promote 

certain legislation to create community redevelopment areas within existing urban renewal areas 

whereby cities can incentivize commercial and residential development within certain defined 

areas in the municipalities; and 

          WHEREAS, the City Councils of the cities of Pascagoula and Gautier are of the opinion 

that such legislation would be enormously beneficial to their cities which are still dealing with 

the effects of lost property from Hurricane Katrina and seek local incentives to spur 

development; and 
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          WHEREAS, the City Councils support a local and private bill for the cities of Gautier and 

Pascagoula so that these two cities can take advantage of the benefits of such legislation: 

          NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  The City Councils of the cities of Pascagoula and Gautier request that its local 

delegation immediately sponsor a local and private bill authorizing the creation of community 

redevelopment areas within the existing urban renewal areas of the cities of Pascagoula and 

Gautier and making provisions for the creation of redevelopment trust funds and further 

authorizing that such trust funds may be used to incentivize commercial and residential 

redevelopment within the community redevelopment areas.  

SECTION 2.  The City Clerk is directed to cause certified copies of this Resolution, together 

with its attachment, to be immediately transmitted to all of the local delegation for the cities of 

Pascagoula and Gautier. 

The above Resolution was introduced by Councilwoman Simkins, 
seconded for adoption by Councilman Pickett, and received the 
following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, 
Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the 
Resolution adopted on the 17th day of February, 2015. 

 
***** 

 The next item for consideration was the renewal of the fleet insurance policy through our 
broker, Boyles Moak Stone, Inc., Jackson, MS, as recommended by Jeane Bull, Assistant 
Comptroller.  The carrier is EMC Insurance Companies, Ridgeland, MS.  This covers the period 
March 1, 2015, through March 1, 2016.  Last year’s premium was $34,120.00 and the premium 
for this year is $26,572.00.  This is a decrease of $7,548.00 due to the disposal of FEMA funded 
vehicles. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the renewal of our fleet insurance 
policy through Boyles Moak Stone, Inc. as recommended and authorize a manual check for 
$26,572.00 for timely payment.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received 
the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett 
“AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 

***** 

The financial reports for the month of January 2015 were filed by the City Clerk and 
acknowledged by the Council. 
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***** 

The next item for consideration was a request for approval of conference fees and travel 
expenses for the City Council to attend the 2015 National League of Cities (NLC) Congressional 
City Conference in Washington, D.C. on March 7-11, 2015, as presented by Joe Huffman, City 
Manager. 
 

Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve the conference fees and travel 
expenses for the City Council to attend the 2015 National League of Cities (NLC) Congressional 
City Conference in Washington, D.C. on March 7-11, 2015, as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  
Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock 
“ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 

***** 

The following new business items were considered at this time: 
 

The first item for consideration was an appointment to the Strategic Plan Steering 
Committee for Ward 4 as presented by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development 
Director.  The position was held by the late Pat Keene who passed away recently.  Ms. Dearman 
advised that Terry Bollman is interested in serving on the committee. 

 
After comments, Councilman Hill made a motion to appoint Terry Bollman to serve on 

the Strategic Plan Steering Committee for Ward 4.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, 
Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  
(Approved 2-17-15) 

***** 

 The item regarding a retail market analysis update with Arnett-Muldrow and Associates 
was removed from tonight’s agenda for further research. 
 

***** 

At this time, Bobby Parker, City Clerk/Comptroller, provided the Council with financial 
analyses and projections for FY2015 for the City of Pascagoula.  Mr. Parker advised that the City 
is in good financial condition at this time and the recent issuance of bonds was a tremendous 
help.  He reviewed the following handouts for Projected Cash Flow Analysis – All Funds – 
FY2015 and the Projected Revenues & Expenditures – General & Utility Funds – FY2015.   
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 A question and answer session followed.  The Council thanked Mr. Parker and all 
departments for working together to keep the City in sound shape. 
 
 Councilman Jackson then made a motion to accept the report of the financial analyses 
and projections for FY2015 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, 
Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 

*****  
 

The next item for consideration was a request to appoint two new members to the 
Pascagoula Recreation Commission as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation 
Director.  The vacancies are due to the recent death of Melinda Mitchell and the resignation of 
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Tommy Dorsey.  Applications were received from David Blackledge, Alan McCommon, Lewis 
Sims, Lee Tingle, and Fred White.  The Council expressed appreciation to all of the individuals 
who submitted resumes for the position. 
 
 After comments, Councilman Hill made a motion appoint Lewis Sims and Lee Tingle to 
serve on the Pascagoula Recreation Commission.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, 
Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  
(Approved 2-17-15) 
 
 

*****  
The next item for consideration was the Order for the docket of claims as follows: 
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The above Order was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded 
for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  
Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, 
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Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton 
“AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 17th day 
of February, 2015. 

 
*****  

 Freeman Hines, 2224 5th Avenue, Gulfport, MS, briefly addressed the Council regarding 
a controlled rabbit hunt on Highway 90 between the Pascagoula and Gautier bridges.  The City 
Manager requested that Mr. Hines meet with him after the meeting. 
 

*****  
 Eddie Williams, City Attorney, provided an additional handout to the Council regarding 
the ERF proposal which will be discussed at a future executive session. 
 

*****  
 The next item for consideration was a request for approval of Change Order No. 2 to the 
contract with Mid-Western Commercial Roofers, Inc., Mobile, AL, for the Andrew Johnson 
Roof Improvements Project as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks & Recreation Director, and 
Compton Engineering, Inc.  The change order will increase the contract in the amount of 
$12,720.00. 
 
 Councilwoman Simkins made a motion to approve Change Order No. 2 to the contract 
with Mid-Western Commercial Roofers, Inc. and authorize the City Manager to execute the 
related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following 
vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, 
Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 2-17-15) 
 
(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated 
herein by reference.) 
 

*****  
 Mayor Blevins reminded the Council of the Mississippi Maritime Museum Annual 
General Membership Meeting at the Hilton Garden Inn in Pascagoula on Friday, February 20, 
2015, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

*****  
 The Council agreed to recess until Monday, February 23, 2015, at 4:30 p.m. to discuss 
the long term recreational needs of the City of Pascagoula. 
 

*****  
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilman Hill 
made a motion to recess until Monday, February 23, 2015, at 4:30 p.m. to transact such business 
as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, 
Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “ABSENT”, and Tipton “AYE”.   
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The meeting ended at 6:37 p.m. 
       APPROVED: 
 
 
       _________________________________  
       Harry J. Blevins, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________  
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk 


