RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2015, 8:00 A.M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Tuesday, December 8, 2015, at 8:00 a.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:
Mayor Harry J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilman Marvin Pickett, Sr.
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins – (arrived at 8:10 a.m.)
Councilman David Tadlock
Councilman Scott Tipton 

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Assistant City Clerk Brenda J. Reed

City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker was absent.

*****
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Tadlock.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Tipton.  
*****
	Opening remarks were made by several members of the Council.  Councilman Tadlock advised the Christmas Tree Lighting event last Thursday night was awesome.  He recommended the City work on a better traffic plan for 2016 to accommodate all of the people who attend the event.  Councilman Jackson commented on a recent Southern Rail Commission meeting and the progress being made in this matter with Mississippi being a leader.  Mayor Blevins reported on a recent meeting with representatives of the National Guard which was very productive.  Some of the topics they discussed were economic development measures, training, and how the battalion troops and their families can best be served while they are in this area.  They anticipate that the new facility being built in Pascagoula will be completed by June 2016.  Mayor Blevins also stated a meeting was held with Dr. Jim Sutton regarding the train depot to discuss the options regarding this potential purchase.

(Councilwoman Simkins arrived at 8:10 a.m.)

*****
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Joe Huffman, City Manager, advised that he will review the various options on the sewer demand rate fee increase as prepared by Bobby Parker, City Clerk/Comptroller, due to his absence today.  The Council discussed all options, and following a lengthy discussion, they agreed that Option # 2 should be approved.  

Councilwoman Simkins recommended that Mr. Huffman and Mr. Williams work closely with Anne Pitre, Public Relations Specialist, to prepare message points so the public can clearly understand the reason for the increase which is due to the Jackson County Utility Authority (JCUA) rate increase that has been passed on to the City of Pascagoula and other municipalities they serve.  Mr. Huffman noted that the increase should have been implemented some time ago but, unfortunately, it was not done.


A copy of the demand fee rate increase analysis for commercial and residential consumers due to the Jackson County Utility Authority increase is spread on the minutes as follows:

[image: ]


Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve Option # 2 on the demand fee rate increase analysis handout as shown above and authorize the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to implement the rates.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Pickett and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 12-8-15)

*****
Jaci Turner, City Engineer, and Joey Duggan, Compton Engineering, Inc., led a discussion and overview of the Market Street Improvements Project.  For planning purposes, the project has been placed into Zones 1-7 and drawings were shown for each area.  The Council considered revisions and recommendations in the various zones as well as probable budget estimates.  

The handout is spread on the minutes as follows:
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	The Council advised Ms. Turner that they were comfortable with the master plan for this project.  Ms. Turner stated some additional discussions will be held and she will soon be requesting Council approval of Task Orders to start the project.  The Council thanked Ms. Turner and Mr. Duggan for the great job they have done thus far.

*****
	Eddie Williams, City Attorney, reminded the Council that the zoning request by Walter Randle, Sr. will be on the agenda for December 15, 2015.  This matter was continued from the Council meeting of November 17, 2015.  A decision on the appeal of the vicious dog determination will also be on the next agenda.  It was continued from the Council meeting of December 1, 2015.  Brief comments regarding the vicious dog matter were made by Mr. Williams, the Council, and Police Chief Kenny Johnson.

	Mr. Williams also reminded the Council of the Jackson County Utility Authority meeting on Thursday, December 10, 2015, at 4:00 p.m.  

*****
	Jaci Turner, City Engineer, and Ben Smith, Brown, Mitchell, and Alexander, Inc., reviewed drawings and plans for the Hospital Road Project.  A question and answer session followed.  The Council concurred with the roundabout at Hospital Road and Old Mobile Highway.  They thanked Ms. Turner and Mr. Smith for their work on this project.

*****
	There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilman Hill made a motion to recess until Tuesday, December 15, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Pickett “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.


The meeting ended at 10:28 a.m.

							APPROVED:


							___________________________________
							Harry J. Blevins, Mayor
ATTEST:

____________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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