RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2013, AT 8:30 A.M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI


The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Tuesday, September 4, 2013, at 8:30 a.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor H. J. Blevins
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilwoman Brenda Simkins 
Councilman Larry Taylor
Councilman Scott Tipton

Councilman David Tadlock was absent. (arrived at 8:35 a.m.)

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Asst. City Clerk Brenda Reed

***** 

Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jackson and the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Tipton.

(Councilman Tadlock arrived at 8:35 a.m.)
***** 
	Mayor Blevins facilitated the session today.  The Council considered a vision for the City and discussed various avenues to reach the vision by identifying strategies and priorities to make Pascagoula a great place to live, work, and play.  Some of these are as follows:

STRATEGIES:  what are they?

· Expand the look of the City of Pascagoula
· Identify gateways (Market Street/Chicot Street were discussed) – east side of town needs attention
· Identify a marketing approach
· Recreational needs (eco-tourism, etc.)
· Entryways into the City of Pascagoula
· Promote economic development
· Communication/public relations
· Urban development
***** 

[bookmark: _GoBack]PRIORITIES:  what are they?

Short Term: (12-18 months)

· Belair Shopping Center – dilapidated properties (beautification)
· Recreation complex 
· Market Street drains – Phase 1
· Bike paths/sidewalks – part of Complete Streets effort
· Police Department roof – needs attention
· Repair curbs on streets (beautification)
· Drainage
· Recruit businesses

Long Term: (0-4 years)

· Performing Arts Center – could be a public partnership
· Riverfront development
· Lowry Island – finish Phase 1 and move on
· City Hall roof
· Drainage

***** 
RESIDENTS: what do they consider when moving to Pascagoula?
· Jobs
· School system
· Infrastructure/services
· Housing/real estate
· Recreation
· Healthcare/hospitals
· Cost of living

***** 

ITEMS THAT MAY NEED A WORK SESSION:

· Dilapidated buildings (eye sores/beautification)
· Recreation complex
· Riverfront development
· Market Street

***** 



ACTION ITEMS

· Work session on top 4-5 priorities
· Work session to consider a marketing plan (attendees:  maybe Mayor/City Manager/Robin Wood/one councilman) – start to work on it and then present to others to save time.

Councilwoman Simkins commented on the following items:

· Appointments to Parks & Recreation Commission 
· Proposed food tax matter
· Better understanding of Main Street – suggested the Council meet with executive director of Main Street Association regarding the program.
· Possible dates to consider for meeting:  October 22 or 29, 2013 – maybe a two-hour session - start at 5 or 5:30 p.m. – Councilwoman Simkins will contact Main Street Association executive director to finalize a date/time.
· If specific questions for the executive director, send them in early.

Mayor Blevins commented on the following items:

· Appointments – Recreation Commission – suggested taking applications for one vacant position on the Commission due to resignation of Scott Tipton.  He suggested they look for some candidates that would fit and compliment the team.  Councilman Tipton felt someone was needed with basketball experience.  The City Manager will handle this item.
· Mayor suggested there be a work session once per month, except December.
· Next work session is scheduled for Wednesday, 9/18/13, at 8:30 a.m.
· Maybe have a work session one night and meet with Main Street Association executive director the other date (October 22 and 29, 2013).
· Suggested someone from the Council should attend various board/commission meetings to show an interest.  Council should be pro-active.  He recommended the following to attend meetings:

· Jackson County Economic Development Foundation – Brenda Simkins
· School Board – Freddy Jackson
· Strategic Plan Steering Committee – Burt Hill
· Recreation Commission – Larry Taylor
· Main Street Board – David Tadlock

*****

Councilman Jackson commented that several residents in Ward 2 have indicated an interest in working with Pascagoula Pride.  Councilman Hill offered a meeting room at the Pascagoula Country Club if a location is needed.

***** 
	General comments followed.  Councilwoman Simkins requested that the Council consider adopting a resolution regarding the Biggert Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012.  Eddie Williams, City Attorney, advised a resolution was adopted by the previous Council.

***** 
	Tom King, Southern Transportation Commissioner, presented the City with a check for $120,000.00 for the Safe Routes to School Grant for sidewalks at Jackson Elementary School.  After comments, the Council expressed sincere appreciation for the funds and thanked Commissioner King for attending the meeting today.

***** 

	There being no further business to come before the Council today, Councilman Tipton made a motion to recess until Tuesday, September 10, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. to transact such business as may lawfully come before the Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “AYE”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  

The meeting ended at 11:03 a.m.

							APPROVED:

							_________________________________ 
							H. J. Blevins, Mayor



ATTEST:

______________________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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