SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2013 AT 4:00 P. M.

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI
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Mayor Maxwell called the meeting to order with the following officials present:


Mayor Robert H. Maxwell


Councilman Joe Abston


Councilman Frank Corder


Councilman Jim Milstead


Councilman Robert Stallworth, Sr.


Councilman George Wolverton, Sr.


City Manager Joe Huffman


City Attorney Eddie Williams


Chief Deputy City Clerk Carol Groen
Councilman Harold Tillman, Jr. - Absent

****


Councilman Milstead then gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance was recited before the commencing of business.

****

Eddie Williams, City Attorney, discussed approving the Order for suspension of enforcement of the sign ordinance as it relates to campaign signs.  The sizes of the candidates’ signs are in excess of the UDO requirements.  The ordinance cannot be timely modified for the election.  The only viable option is to suspend enforcement for the duration of election campaign.  The Order is spread on the minutes as follows:
ORDER TO SUSPEND ENFORCEMENT OF ARTICLE 6, 

SECTION 6.13.C.1.c.i. OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 

ORDINANCE FOR THE DURATION OF THE PRESENT 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 6, Section 6.13.C.1.c.i. of the Unified Development Ordinance, which became effective in March, 2011, the size of political campaign signs is limited to “2 square feet”; and

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Council and the Code Enforcement staff that many of the candidates in the present municipal election campaign have ordered signs that exceed this dimension; and

WHEREAS, the City staff has been advised that the “standard size” for political yard signs is 24” x 18” comprising three square feet; and

WHEREAS, strict enforcement of this particular sub-section of the Unified Development Ordinance would impose a hardship on those candidates who have spent many months planning their campaigns and expending funds for the purchase of their signs; and

WHEREAS, the City staff has recommended that the Council consider imposing a moratorium on the enforcement of this particular sub-section of the Unified Development Ordinance during the pendency of the present election campaign:


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1.  Enforcement of Article 6, Section 6.13.C.1.c.i. is hereby suspended during the pendency of the present municipal election campaign which will terminate on June 4, 2013, at 7:00 P.M.


SECTION 2.  The suspension of enforcement contemplated in this order is strictly limited to the sub-section set forth hereinabove and to no other section in the Unified Development Ordinance concerning “political signs”.


SECTION 3.  The City Clerk shall deliver a certified copy of this order to the Code Enforcement Director for the City of Pascagoula.  The City Clerk is also directed to furnish a copy of this order to all of the candidates for office in the upcoming municipal election.


SECTION 4.  This order shall take effect immediately and shall expire on June 4, 2013, at 7:00 P.M.


SO ORDERED on this the 12th day of March, 2013.

The above Order was introduced by Councilman Wolverton, seconded by Councilman Milstead and received the following vote: Mayor Maxwell “AYE”.  Councilmen Abston “AYE”, Corder “AYE”, Milstead “AYE”, Stallworth “AYE”, Tillman “ABSENT”, and Wolverton “AYE”. The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 12th day of March 2013.

****


Councilman Wolverton then made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Corder and received the following vote:  Mayor Maxwell “AYE”.  Councilmen Abston “AYE”, Corder “AYE”, Milstead “AYE”, Stallworth “AYE”, Tillman “ABSENT”, and Wolverton “AYE”.

The meeting ended at 4:04 p.m.







APPROVED:








______________________________








Robert H. Maxwell, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Carol Groen, Chief Deputy City Clerk
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