RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2013, AT 6:00 P. M.
CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed regular meeting on Tuesday, July 23, 2013, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Blevins called the meeting to order with the following officials present:

Mayor H. J. Blevins
Councilman Freddy Jackson 
Councilman Larry Taylor
Councilman David Tadlock
Councilman Burt Hill
Councilman Scott Tipton

Councilwoman Brenda Simkins was absent.

City Manager Joe Huffman
City Attorney Eddie Williams
Asst. City Clerk Brenda Reed
City Clerk/Comptroller Robert J. Parker

*****
Mayor Blevins welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Hill and the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Jackson.  Members of the City Council and City staff were introduced before the commencement of business.

*****
	Mayor Blevins announced that anyone who would like to address the Council tonight that is not on the agenda should sign in on the sheet at the podium.  There was no response; therefore, the meeting began.
*****
At this time, Darcie Crew, Parks and Recreation Director, presented the Hershey’s Track and Field Games 2013 Outstanding Local Program/Volunteer Award to Robert “Bo” Cole, Assistant Parks and Recreation Director, for his involvement in coordinating and promoting this annual event. The Council thanked Mr. Cole for his hard work and dedication and congratulated him on the award.
*****
Evelyn Draughn, member of Zonta Club of Pascagoula, addressed the Council regarding a $2,500.00 sponsorship for the “Downtown in the Plaza” Zonta Arts and Crafts Festival and also requested permission to place a sign on the green space across from the Annex.  Ms. Draughn provided the Council with a brief history of Zonta and advised they are a service organization that provides several student scholarships and supports many local agencies as well.  Due to increased advertising costs and economic conditions, Ms. Draughn advised that Zonta would like to request an increase in the sponsorship this year.  Last year the City of Pascagoula approved a $1,000.00 sponsorship.  She stated the 36th annual arts and crafts festival will be held on Saturday, October 5, 2013.  After discussion, the Council recommended the sponsorship matter be continued until the next meeting.

	After comments, Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the request for permission to place a sign on the green space across from the Annex Restaurant to advertise the “Downtown in the Plaza” Zonta Arts and Crafts Festival.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to “TABLE” the sponsorship request for the Zonta event until the Council meeting of August 6, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Tabled 7-23-13)
*****
Dave Pettys, representing the VFW, Post # 3373, addressed the Council regarding the smoking ban ordinance which was adopted by the previous City Council on June 18, 2013.  Since the ordinance became effective on July 18, 2013, Mr. Pettys advised the VFW has noticed a thirty percent decrease in bingo sales which has also resulted in less food preparation.  He requested that the Council amend the ordinance and remove bingo facilities.  Councilman Jackson recommended that the Council take this matter under advisement until additional data is received and then review it again.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to “TABLE” this matter and take it under advisement.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Taylor.

After further comments, Councilman Tadlock amended his motion to “TABLE” this matter until the Council meeting of August 20, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Taylor and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”. 
(Tabled 7-23-13)
*****
Gilbert Ramsey addressed the Council regarding a Backwoods Flying Angels emerging application with a partnership program.  Mr. Ramsey briefly discussed his interest in developing this program to assist wounded warriors.  The City Manager advised he would like to meet with Mr. Ramsey after the Council meeting to discuss the proposed program.  Mayor Blevins thanked Mr. Ramsey for his interest and for addressing the Council tonight.

*****
The consent agenda was considered at this time.

	The first items for consideration were the minutes of the regular Council meeting held on July 2, 2013, and the special Council meeting of July 9, 2013, as recommended by Brenda Reed, Assistant City Clerk.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to adopt and approve the minutes of the regular Council meeting held on July 2, 2013, and the special Council meeting of July 9, 2013, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.   (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 
Minutes of the Main Street Board meeting of June 17, 2013, were acknowledged by the City Council.
***** 
Minutes of the Recreation Commission meeting of June 5, 2013, were acknowledged by the Council.
***** 
Minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting of March 26, 2013, were acknowledged by the Council.
***** 
Minutes of the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority meeting of June 13, 2013, were acknowledged by the Council.
***** 

Next for consideration was a request for permission to allow the Motorcycle Club Talons to hang a banner on the welcome sign two weeks before the bike ride on December 8, 2013, for the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree, as recommended by Rebecca Davis, Main Street Director.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the request for the Motorcycle Club Talons to hang a banner on the welcome sign two weeks before the bike ride on December 8, 2013, for the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.   (Approved 7-23-13)
***** 
The next item for consideration was a blanket permission request to hang banners for the following upcoming events on the welcome sign:  Trunk-r-Treat, Krebs Cemetery Tour, Downtown for the Holidays, and the Christmas parade as recommended by Rebecca Davis, Main Street Director.  

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the blanket permission request to hang banners for the following upcoming events on the welcome sign:  Trunk-r-Treat, Krebs Cemetery Tour, Downtown for the Holidays, and the Christmas parade as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 

The next item for consideration was a request to accept a forfeited 2002 Chevrolet Avalanche, VIN # 3GNEC13T426336027, as recommended by Police Chief Kenny Johnson.  The vehicle was seized by the South Mississippi Metro Enforcement Team (SMMET) agents and will be used by them.


The Declaration of Forfeiture is spread on the minutes as follows:
[image: ]
	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the request to accept a forfeited 2002 Chevrolet Avalanche, VIN # 3GNEC13T426336027, that was seized by the SMMET agents as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

The next item for consideration was the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) Budget Modification No. 9 for the Riverfront and Streetscape Projects as recommended by Jaci Turner, Planning, Inspections, and Engineering Director.  This budget modification will extend the grant through June 30, 2014, and it has no effect on the grant or local budgets.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve MDA Budget Modification No. 9 for the Riverfront and Streetscape Projects as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

Next for consideration was a Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) permit application for lighting at the Pascagoula River Environmental Trail as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  This would allow the installation of lighting beneath the Highway 90 high rise bridge along the Pascagoula River Environmental Trail.  These costs will be covered by the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve a MDOT permit application for lighting at the Pascagoula River Environmental Trail as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

The next item for consideration was the Community Development Block Grant FY2013 Action Plan as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  


The Council considered the following Resolution:


RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Pascagoula is an “Entitlement City” under the terms of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) program; and
	WHEREAS, the Regulations of the CDBG program require the preparation and adoption of a Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development and a One-Year Action Plan which serves as the annual application for CDBG Entitlement funds allocation: and
	WHEREAS, the City will adopt a One-Year Action Plan component for the 2013 CDBG Program Year, which was prepared in accordance with rules and regulations governing the Consolidated Plan; and
	WHEREAS, the said One-Year Action Plan for CDBG Program Year 2013 included, among other things, the anticipated use of the City’s 2013 Program Year Entitlement estimated at $206,668 and the reallocation of $25,625; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA THAT:
	Section One:	The findings, conclusions, statements of fact contained in the preamble are adopted and ratified.
	Section Two:	Mayor Jim Blevins, Mayor of the City of Pascagoula, be and is hereby authorized to sign the required HUD certifications and submit the 2013 One-Year Action Plan to HUD for HUD review and approval.
The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 23rd day of July, 2013.

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
Next for consideration was a Resolution requesting assistance from Jackson County to provide grant matching funds for the Federal Safe Routes to School Grant as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  The Resolution is spread on the minutes as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PASCAGOULA
REQUESTING ASSISTANCE FROM JACKSON COUNTY
TO PROVIDE GRANT MATCHING FUNDS FOR
THE FEDERAL SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT


	WHEREAS, the City of Pascagoula has been awarded a Federal Safe Routes to School Grant for construction of sidewalks and bike paths to improve public health and safety, which requires a local match of 20% for funding of the project; and
	WHEREAS, House Bill 35 (Local and Private 2002 Reg. Sess.) authorizes Jackson County and incorporated municipalities within Jackson County to share governmental equipment, manpower, services and resources when it is in the best interest of the citizens and taxpayers of Jackson County; and
	WHEREAS, the City of  Pascagoula desires to request Jackson County to provide this mutual aid to assist in funding of the required local match in the amount of $15,000.00; and
	BE IT, THEREFORE, RESOLVED that the City of Pascagoula hereby requests Jackson County, pursuant to House Bill 35 (Local and Private 2002 Reg. Sess.), provide funding in the amount of $15,000.00 to be utilized as a local match required for the Federal Safe Routes to School Grant for construction of sidewalks and bike paths as approved under said Grant;
	BE IT, FURTHER, RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Jackson County Board of Supervisors for further action as required by House Bill 35 (Local and Private 2002 Reg. Sess.).
The above Resolution was introduced by Councilman Jackson, seconded for adoption by Councilman Hill, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Resolution adopted on the 23rd day of July, 2013.

***** 
The next item for consideration was a payment of $3,000.00 for postage funds at City Hall for the Direct/Debit Postage on Call Meter Setting Service with Neo-Post as recommended by Brenda Reed, Asst. City Clerk.  The postage payment is handled through an electronic funds transfer (EFT) instead of the docket of claims. 

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve a payment of $3,000.00 for postage funds at City Hall for the Direct/Debit Postage on Call Meter Setting Service with Neo-Post as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 
The next item for consideration was the Anchor Square Tenant Lease for Unit A between Alan Hinkel and the City of Pascagoula as recommended by Lalinda Grace, Information Center Coordinator.

	Councilman Jackson then made a motion to approve the Anchor Square Tenant Lease for Unit A between Alan Hinkel and the City of Pascagoula as recommended and authorize the Mayor to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
The next item for consideration was the Anchor Square Tenant Lease for  Unit H between Linda Dunning–Ruffin (dba Paradise Gardens) and the City of Pascagoula as recommended by Lalinda Grace, Information Center Coordinator.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve approve the Anchor Square Tenant Lease for Unit H between Linda Dunning-Ruffin (dba Paradise Gardens) and the City of Pascagoula as recommended and authorize the Mayor to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

	The next item for consideration was the Anchor Square Tenant Lease for Unit O between Cindy Grefe (dba Posh Paws Puppy Boutique) and the City of Pascagoula as recommended by Lalinda Grace, Information Center Coordinator.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the Anchor Square Tenant Leases for Unit O between Cindy Grefe (dba Posh Paws Puppy Boutique) and the City of Pascagoula as recommended and authorize the Mayor to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
	The next item for consideration was the Anchor Square Tenant Lease for Unit P between Sharon Stennis (dba Community Hair Salon) and the City of Pascagoula as recommended by Lalinda Grace, Information Center Coordinator.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve Anchor Square for Unit P between Sharon Stennis (dba Community Hair Salon) and the City of Pascagoula as recommended and authorize the Mayor to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
The next item for consideration was approval of the First Call Network, Inc. (Baton Rouge, LA) Emergency Notification Service as a sub-account under Jackson County as recommended by Robin Wood, Public and Employee Relations Specialist.  This would be a purchase of 10,000 minutes for the sum of $540.00.  First Call Network provides a service which will assist municipalities and other organizations in large scale emergency communications, including telephones – land line, cellular and smartphones, SMS text messaging, and electronic mail.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the First Call Network, Inc. Emergency Notification Service as a sub-account under Jackson County as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

***** 
	The financial reports for the month of June 2013 were filed by the City Clerk and acknowledged by the City Council. 
***** 
	The next item for consideration was a letter to Mississippi Mosquito Control, Inc., Gautier, MS, requesting elimination of areas of avoidance due to requests made by property owners, as recommended by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  The proposed letter is spread on the minutes as follows:

						July 24, 2013

Mr. Wayne Machado
Entomologist & General Manager
Mississippi Mosquito Control, Inc.
2008 Ladnier Road
Gautier, MS  39553

	Re:	Mosquito spraying operations in the City of Pascagoula – 
Areas of Avoidance

Dear Mr. Machado:

	At its meeting on July 23, 2013, the City Council took into consideration the fact that certain individuals in the City have requested that your agency withhold mosquito spraying in the immediate vicinity of their property.  I believe that there may be at least three people who have made this request which has resulted in some rather large areas within the City being left untreated at a time when the mosquito problem is at its height.  As you well know, the frequent and persistent rains that we have been experiencing have seriously aggravated the mosquito problem all along the coastal region.

	The Council authorized me to write you this letter requesting that your agency ignore the requests of these individuals so that entire neighborhoods may be sprayed for mosquitos.  The City Council is charged with the duty to protect the health and welfare of the citizens within this community.  It is the Council’s considered opinion that mosquito control is of paramount importance due to the fact that mosquitos often carry diseases that, when transmitted to humans, can have fatal consequences.  Accordingly, the Council requests that your agency provide its services throughout the City regardless of any requests to the contrary.  

	Please advise immediately if this request poses any problems for you or your agency. 

						Sincerely,


						Eddie C. Williams
						City Attorney

ECW:khs


	Councilman Jackson made a motion to authorize the City Attorney to submit a letter to Mississippi Mosquito Control, Inc. requesting elimination of areas of avoidance due to requests made by property owners, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
The next item for consideration was a letter to Gulf Regional Planning Commission (GRPC) requesting additional funding for the Safe Routes to Schools Program as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  We are requesting $84,800.00 in additional funding to be combined with the City’s Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) funding.  The GRPC funding has a 20% match or $21,200.00. This funding would cover the costs of the complete proposed SRTS project.


The proposed letter is spread on the minutes as follows:

July 23, 2013

David Taylor
Planning Director
Gulf Regional Planning Commission
Metropolitan Planning Organization
1232 Pass Road 
Gulfport, MS 39501

Re: City of Pascagoula’s Safe Routes to Schools Award

Dear Mr. Taylor,

The City of Pascagoula was recently awarded $120,000 in Safe Routes to Schools funding with a 20% or $24,000 match.  The City is deeply grateful for this opportunity to improve the infrastructure conditions for the children of our community. Unfortunately, the funding application proposed a $250,000 project making it very difficult to accomplish the full vision of this project without additional funding.  As such, the City would like to request the MPO to consider providing the additional federal funds of $84,800 to which the City would match 20% or $21,200 and thereby supplying the $106,000 deficit in current funding.  This additional funding would allow the City to greatly improve safety conditions for three local elementary schools in great need.  Please contact me at (228) 938-6614 if you have any questions. Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely,



Jim Blevins
Mayor


cc: 	Mr. Jeff Loftus, Gulf Regional Planning Commission 
	Mr. Joseph Huffman, City of Pascagoula
	Ms. Jaci Turner, City of Pascagoula
	Ms. Jen Dearman, City of Pascagoula


	Councilman Jackson made a motion to authorize the Mayor to submit a letter to Gulf Regional Planning Commission requesting additional funding for the Safe Routes to Schools Program as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

	The next item for consideration was an agreement with Tim Wall and WGUD-TV to record and televise City Council meetings in the amount of $600.00 per month for a total of $1,800.00 as recommended  by Robin Wood, Public and Employee Relations Specialist.  


	The agreement is spread on the minutes as follows:
[image: ]
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	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the agreement with Tim Wall and WGUD-TV to record and televise City Council meetings in the amount of $600.00 per month for a total of $1,800.00 and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

Next for consideration were the closeout documents with Hudson Contracting, Inc., Waynesboro, MS, for the Communy Street and Emerson Street Grinder Sewer Projects as recommended by Steve Mitchell, Operations Manager, and Compton Engineering, Inc.  This includes final payment of $46,613.20.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the closeout documents with Hudson Contracting, Inc. for the Communy Street and Emerson Street Grinder Sewer Projects as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 
Next for consideration was a request to accept the resignation of Scott Tipton from the Recreation Commission effective June 26, 2013, as recommended by Darcie Crew, Parks and Recreation Director.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to accept the resignation of Scott Tipton from the Recreation Commission effective June 26, 2013, as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 

Next for consideration was a Mississippi Department of Human Services Vendor Agreement between the Jackson County Civic Action Committee and the City of Pascagoula for payment of their utility bills as recommended by Sharon Woodward, Utilities Business Manager.  

Information regarding this item is spread on the minutes as follows:
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	Councilman Jackson made a motion to approve the Mississippi Department of Human Services Vendor Agreement between the Jackson County Civic Action Committee and the City of Pascagoula for payment of their utility bills as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

***** 

The following new business matters were considered at this time.


The first item for consideration was a City Council Teambuilding Session to be held August 13-14, 2013, at the Pascagoula Senior Center as recommended by Joe Huffman, City Manager.  


The proposed agenda is as follows:

[image: ]

Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve the City Council Teambuilding Session for August 13-14, 2013, at the Pascagoula Senior Center and the agenda as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 
The next item for consideration was approval of registration fees and travel expenses for the Council to attend the National League of Cities Annual Conference in Seattle, WA, on November 13-16, 2013, as presented by Joe Huffman, City Manager.

	Councilman Tipton made a motion to approve registration fees and travel expenses for the Council to attend the National League of Cities Annual Conference in Seattle, WA, on November 13-16, 2013, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Taylor and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

***** 
The next item for consideration was a proposal submitted by The Whitten Group, P.A., for Amy D. Whitten, Principal, to facilitate the City Council Teambuilding Session to be held on August 13-14, 2013, at the Pascagoula Senior Center as recommended by Joe Huffman, City Manager.  


The proposal is spread on the minutes as follows:



[image: ]
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	Councilman Taylor made a motion to approve the proposal from The Whitten Group, P.A., in the amount of $5,140.00 for Amy D. Whitten, Principal, to facilitate the City Council Teambuilding Session to be held on August 13-14, 2013, at the Pascagoula Senior Center as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tipton and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)
***** 

The next item for consideration were appointments to the Recreation Commission as presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  It was noted that those currently serving on the Recreation Commission can submit an application to serve on the commission.

	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to authorize the City Manager to solicit applications for appointments to the Recreation Commission as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jackson and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)
***** 

Next for consideration were appointments to the Planning Board as presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  The current board members are as follows:

			Ward 1 – 	Mike Gilly
			Ward 2 – 	Joe Odom
			Ward 3 – 	Wesley Smith
			Ward 4 – 	Matt Parker
			Ward 5 – 	Alan Wiley
			At Large – 	Linda Eiland Tillman
			Mayoral – 	Etienne Melcher

	Councilman Taylor made a motion to appoint the following individuals to the Planning Board:
			Ward 1 – 	Mike Gilly
			Ward 2 – 	Joe Odom
			Ward 3 – 	Wesley Smith
			Ward 4 – 	Matt Parker
			Ward 5 – 	Alan Wiley
			At Large – 	Linda Eiland Tillman
			Mayoral – 	Etienne Melcher

The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 
The next item for consideration was the appointment of a Planning Board Vice-Chairman as presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  Mr. Williams stated that currently the Vice-Chairman is Matt Parker - Ward 4.
	
	Councilman Tadlock made a motion to appoint Matt Parker – Ward 4 as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 
The next item for consideration was the appointment of a Planning Board Chairman as presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  Mr. Williams stated that currently the Chairman is Wesley Smith - Ward 3. 

	Councilman Hill made a motion to appoint Wesley Smith – Ward 3 as Chairman of the Planning Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Taylor and received the following vote:  :  Mayor Blevins “AYE”. Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 

Next for consideratioin was the appointment of the Municipal Election Commission as presented by Eddie Williams, City Attorney.  Mr. Williams stated that currently the members are Pat Ellis, Chris Lee, Michael Murphy, Charles Robertson and Alice Walker.  They are all willing to serve again if the Council would like to reappoint them.  Their term of office runs concurrent with the City Council’s term.

	Councilman Jackson made a motion to appoint Pat Ellis, Chris Lee, Michael Murphy, Charles Robertson, and Alice Walker to the Municipal Election Commission for a four year term.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 

The next item for consideration was the adoption of the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) Assets Mapping Recommendations as recommended by Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director.  Ms. Dearman advised that MDA and a group of volunteers performed an Assets Mapping of Pascagoula last winter.  A team from MDA presented the findings of this study in June 2013.  This report established a baseline of identified assets for Pascagoula as well as provided suggestions on strategies to enhance existing assets and strategies to improve potential assets.  Per the suggestion of the MDA team, Ms. Dearman stated that the City would like to formally adopt the following four recommendations:

1. Developing and implementing a ‘Stop the Commute Program’ to educate 
commuters on the true costs of a daily commute; 

2. Combining Arts on the Avenue into the visitors center;

3. Working with the Pascagoula School System to expand the hours of 
operation of the Pascagoula Interactive Center; and 

4. Developing and implementing an “Only in Pascagoula” marketing campaign to highlight
the uniqueness of Pascagoula.


	After comments, Councilman Jackson made a motion to adopt and move forward with the four MDA Assets Mapping recommendations as follows:

1. Developing and implementing a ‘Stop the Commute Program’ to educate 
commuters on the true costs of a daily commute; 

2. Combining Arts on the Avenue into the visitors center;

3. Working with the Pascagoula School System to expand the hours of 
operation of the Pascagoula Interactive Center; and 

4. Developing and implementing an “Only in Pascagoula” marketing campaign to highlight
the uniqueness of Pascagoula.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Tadlock and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  (Approved 7-23-13)

***** 
	Jen Dearman, Community and Economic Development Director, requested approval tonight of the Mississippi Development Authority Budget Modification No. 2 for the Lowry Island Project.  This item was not on the agenda.

The MDA Budget Modification No. 2 is spread on the minutes as follows:

[image: ] 

	After comments, Councilman Tadlock made a motion to approve the MDA Budget Modification No. 2 for the Lowry Island Project as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the related documents.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Taylor and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  
(Approved 7-23-13)

(A copy of the related documents is filed in the minute file of this meeting and incorporated herein by reference.)

*****
	The next item for consideration was the Order for the docket of claims as follows:

ORDER

	WHEREAS, the attached docket of claims for the period of June 28, 2013, through 
July 19, 2013, has been presented to the City Council for allowance and approval; and 
	WHEREAS, the below claim numbers 06-07-01, 06-21-02,  and 06-03 have also been presented to the City Council for allowance and approval:
June 7, 2013   			                      	 	    	     Claim # 06-07-01
010 		General Fund 				             $ 481,843.25
400 		Pascagoula Utilities 				       21,782.94
480		Solid Waste 					     	500.29
093		Hurricane Isaac				          1,099.88                                             
Total 					            $    505,226.36

June 21, 2013	                                    		                   Claim # 06-21-02
010 		General Fund 				            $   465,460.65
400 		Pascagoula Utilities 			                   21,776.13
480 		Solid Waste Mgmt. 			                        555.89
Total 					          $      487,792.67

	Miscellaneous Claim                                                                         Claim # 06-03
		1000            City Share  FICA                                             $      48,471.63
		1100            City Share  Medicare                                               11,336.10
                        7000            City Share PERS                                                    112,832.78
                                                                     Total                                         $   172,640.51

            WHEREAS, it appears that all of said claims are proper and should be allowed;

	NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that all claims shown on said dockets are hereby allowed and approved for payment.
The above Order was introduced by Councilman Tipton, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jackson, and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.  The Mayor then declared the Order adopted on the 23rd day of July, 2013.
*****
	Several members of the Council thanked the City staff and others for their patience and assistance during this period as they learn their roles and responsibilities on the City Council.

*****
	Joe Huffman, City Manager, reminded those in attendance of the next Farmers Market scheduled for Saturday, July 27, 2013, from 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  He encouraged everyone to come support the vendors.
*****
	Mayor Blevins commented on the need for better communication with the public and then recognized Tim Wall with WGUD-19 who was televising tonight’s Council meeting.  

*****
	There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilman Jackson made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Taylor and received the following vote:  Mayor Blevins “AYE”.  Councilmen Hill “AYE”, Jackson “AYE”, Simkins “ABSENT”, Tadlock “AYE”, Taylor “AYE”, and Tipton “AYE”.

The meeting ended at 6:55 p.m.

[bookmark: _GoBack]						APPROVED:

						_________________________________ 
						H. J. Blevins, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________ 
Brenda J. Reed, Asst. City Clerk
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